Nuachtlitir Choláiste De Lacy
2019

CDL Office Opening Hours
The office will be closed from 12:30 on
Friday 20th December 2019.
It will reopen at 08:30 on Monday 6th
January 2020.
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Coláiste De Lacy School Calendar 2020 (Version 3)

Date

th

Monday 6 January 2020
st

School re-opens

Details

Monday 27th –Friday 31st January 2020

1st Year Parent Teacher Meeting 4.156.45pm Sharp
Week 2 of TY Work Experience

Monday 3rd – Friday 14th February 2020

Mock Exams (3rd & 6th Years)

Thursday 6th February 2020

Staff Training day (JCT Cluster)

Monday 17th – Friday 21st February
2020
Wednesday 4th March 2020

Spring Mid-term Break

Tuesday 21 January 2020

Tuesday 17th March 2020

6.30pm Senior Cycle Subject choice Information evening for Parents/Guardians
of students going into senior cycle (5th Yr)
School closed

Monday 23rd – Friday 27th March 2020

Week 3 of TY Work Experience

Monday 4th March 2020

Senior cycle subject choice information
evening for students & parents of current
3rd year & TY TIME
6.30pm Information evening for Parents/Guardians of 1st Year students re
Junior cycle subject choice
Easter Holidays
(Friday 3rd April is a normal school day)
School re-opens

Thursday 2nd April 2019 2020
Monday 6th – Friday 17th April 2020
Monday 20th April 2020
Thursday 23rd April 2020
Friday 24th April 2020
Monday 4th May 2020
Wednesday 6th May 2020
Friday 29th May 2020
Wednesday 3rd June 2020

HSE Vaccinations for 1st Years (Boys &
Girls) HPV 2nd dose & MenC
HSE Vaccinations for 1st Years (Boys &
Girls) HPV 2nd dose & MenC
Bank Holiday (School closed)
SUSI Grants night for Parents/Guardians/ 6th Year Students
School finishes (1/2 day) for summer holidays
State Exams begin

Some dates/events have yet to be added to the school calendar e.g.:
Enrolment dates, staff training days, information evening regarding Subject choice etc..
This list is not exhaustive and may be amended in accordance with DES guidelines.

Please check the website www.colaistedelacy.ie regularly
for updates to school calendar.
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Reflections on Term 1 & 2

“I enjoyed trying out some of the tasters
and making new friends”
(Katie, 1st year)

‘’I like the way we move around the school to get to
our next class. We don’t just sit still and get
exercise.”’’
(Smith, 1st Yr)
“I enjoyed the cafeteria, walking around the school
and playing football”
(Adrains, 1st year)
‘’I thought that secondary school was going to
be scary but it is really fun. I love the
tasters and can’t wait to start more!”
(Abbie, 1st year)

‘I never want to see another builder
again……….until Phase 2!”
(Iníon Corrigan)

“I have enjoyed school so much more
because ever since afterschool
study, I get all of my homework
done so when I go into school I don’t
worry about getting into
trouble.”
(Alex, 3rd year)’
‘’All the older students are so nice’’
(Robyn, 1st Yr)

‘Ive become better at doing homework and
managing my time.” Rhys, 3rd year

‘”I enjoyed the first two terms because we did
a lot of cooking in Home Economics.”
(Chloe, 3rd Year)

“The first two terms went quite quick and I
enjoyed them”
(Christian, 3rd Year)

“I enjoyed the 2 terms because in P.E we
played badminton and I really enjoyed it.”
(Natalia, 3rd Year)

“Coming into the school, I feel like I have
adjusted well as the teachers are very
helpful and kind and explain and guide
well.”
(Emerald, 3rd year)

‘’My first term was great. I found a group of
friends on the first week. I feel like I am
very lucky to be in the class that I am in as
they always make me laugh. I enjoy school
a lot.”
(Thomas 1st year)
I was really nervous starting secondary school
because I didn’t know what it would be like, but
it is amazing. It’s so much fun and the school is
so welcoming.”
(Saoirse, 1st year)
“The first two terms went quite quick and I
enjoyed them”
(Christian, 3rd Year)
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Awards
28th
November
CDLCeremony
Christmas
Cards
20192014

Congratulations to Aisling Smith (1st Year) (card shown above), second place Sadhbh
Tormey (1st year) (card shown below right) and 3rd place Keeva Thomas (card shown below
left) on creating these wonderful cards. Aisling’s card was sent to be professionally printed
to send out to incoming students and our school community. There were a huge number of
talented entries this year so it was very difficult to select the final cards. Thanks to all of
the 1st year students for their participation.
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CDL Christmas Shoebox Appeal
The students from Rang Aoife, Rang Fiachra and Rang Lir took part in this year’s Hope
Christmas Shoebox Appeal. The Christmas Shoebox Appeal sends thousands of gift- filled
shoeboxes to children living in poverty in Africa and Eastern Europe.
The students filled their shoeboxes in groups of four and included items from the following
categories: wash, wear, wow and write. All three classes wrapped their shoeboxes with Christmas
wrapping paper and sent them off to the Hope Foundation. Coláiste De Lacy donated over 40
shoeboxes in total. Thank you to everyone involved and everybody who donated!

The Green Schools Committee Programme has been
recently set up in Colaiste De Lacy this year. The aim of
the programme is to protect the environment, keep staff and students healthy and to
work towards making the next generation environmental leaders. This year, the Green
Schools Committee’s aim is to raise awareness around recycling and to encourage the
school community to recycle. We are currently working towards attaining a Green Flag
next year. There are currently 12 students on our committee and 4 staff members
involved. If there are any students interested in getting involved with the Green
Schools Committee, can you contact Iníon O’Reilly.
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Awards Ceremony
28thDrive
November 2014
SVP Food

At the end of November the Saint Vincent de Paul (SVP) Christmas appeal
was launched in Coláiste De Lacy. In preparation for the annual appeal,
Transition Year students explored and examined the benefits of charity
work in SPHE class, honing in on the SVP as a case study. This ensured
that they had the skillset and knowledge to effectively undertake this
campaign.

Throughout the entirety of the appeal TY students demonstrated and
applied their leadership skills; from counting food items, making
announcements, organizing the goods in the Solas Centre and lifting the
food items. A number of students were given the opportunity to visit and
help organize food items in the sorting area of the local SVP branch.
Although it was laborious work the students really enjoyed themselves
and found the work very fulfilling.
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SVP Food Drive

This collection highlights the generosity and kindness of
everyone in Coláiste De Lacy. This was a whole school
effort, where the entire school community collaborated
in contributing positively to families that struggle
throughout the Christmas period. The success of this
appeal would not have been possible without the efforts of every single
member of our school community. A special thank you to the all TY students
who helped out and a big thank you to all the students and staff who
contributed to the collection! Go raibh míle maith agaibh go léir!
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Fáilte roimh Choláiste de Lacy
Coláiste de Lacy has a multi-cultural environment
which enriches the lives of the whole school
community. Recently we have had a range of
students enroll in CDL who have moved from other
countries. Find out how they are finding their first
term in CDL.
When did you move to
Ireland?
Two months ago.
When did you move to Ireland?
I moved to Ireland from Latvia on August 13th 2019.
So I am here only 3 months.
How does school in Latvia compare to school in
Ireland?
The school programme in Latvia is more difficult
than in Ireland. The teachers in Ireland are so
much nicer than the teachers in Latvia. In Latvia
the students don’t wear uniforms and they don’t
have iPads in lessons. School days in Latvia are
shorter than in Ireland. One lesson in Latvia is 40
minutes long compared to 60 minute lessons here.
In Latvia we have breaks after each lesson, so we
have 130-150 minutes of rest per day.
What Christmas traditions do you celebrate in
Latvia/Russia?
We have Latvian Christmas traditions which are
celebrated on the 25/12 and we have Russian
Christmas traditions which are celebrated between
06/01-07/01.
Russian Christmas traditions
Russian Christmas is considered a time of
forgiveness and love. Thoughtful gifts are given to
loved ones and homes are decorated with figures of
angels, stars and nativity scenes. Many Russians
attend church on Christmas Eve. After dark,
families sit down for a celebratory meal.
Latvian Christmas traditions
Latvian Christmas is quiet similar to a Russian
Christmas. Children in Latvia wait eagerly for Santa
Claus to arrive. Sometimes, to ensure they get a
present, children write a small poem and recite it
next to the Christmas tree. The special Latvian
Christmas day meal includes peas with bacon sauce,
small pies, cabbage and sausage, bacon rolls and
gingerbread.
Alexsandra, TY

How does school in Romania
compare to school in Ireland?
The school in Romania is
different from school in Ireland.
Students go to school at 7 in the
morning and finish at 1 in the
afternoon. We also study other
subjects. We have 10 minute
breaks.
What Christmas traditions do
you celebrate in Romania?
For Christmas in Romania we
have a tradition of putting
presents under the Christmas
tree, it gives it fireworks.
Similar to Ireland, we have a
tradition of making snow people.
Mario, 3rd year
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When did you move to Ireland?
I landed in Ireland on the 20th of
August 2019 and I started school
2-3 weeks later. I didn't know
anyone starting school. I felt
nervous as English is not my first
language.
How does school in Brazil compare
to school in Ireland?
Colaiste de Lacy is similar to my
school in Brazil. The uniform policy
is the same. I had more subjects to
study in Brazil. Here, we choose our
subjects but in Brazil we have to
study all of them. In Brazil, my
favourite subject was biology
because the teacher was funny. My
favourite subject here, is English
because I like my teacher. He is nice
and friendly.

What Christmas traditions
do you celebrate in brazil?
Christmas is very similar in
Brazil. We put up trees and
decorations and on Christmas
morning 'Papai Noel' leaves
presents for all of the
children.
We wake up, open our
presents and have breakfast
with our families. We have a
huge dinner when more
family arrives. We eat
turkey, ham, cheese,
vegetables and coloured rice.
My family like to have
passion fruit mousse for
dessert. This year we will
spend Christmas with family
and friends in Ireland.
Gabriel, 5th year

When did you move to Ireland?
I moved to Ireland on the 13th of August of this year.
How does school in Brazil differ to school in Ireland?
For me, the schools in Ireland are more superior. They give you all the support
that you need. Another thing for me is that teachers in Ireland have more fun
with their students.
What Christmas traditions do you have in Brazil?
I think that the Christmas traditions in Brazil are almost the same as Ireland. In
Brazil, we don’t have snow so we don’t have the tradition of making snowmen. A
tradition in Brazil is to make promises for the next year. For Christmas in Brazil
we usually gather the family in a relative’s house and eat dinner with some
traditional Brazilian food and also Christmas treats. We open gifts at 6am.
Gabriel, 1st year
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5th Year Art Trip
Recently our 5th year Art students took a visit to Dublin on an art trip. First stop was to
visit the wonderful Neo Classical building ‘The Casino’ in Marino on Dublin's northside. As
part of their Leaving Cert Art History course, students study Georgian Architecture.
This was an excellent opportunity to get to visit this building that was designed by Sir
William Chambers for James Caulfeild, 1st Earl of Charlemont. It is one of the finest
18th century Neo Classical buildings in Europe. The Casino, meaning "small house",
surprisingly contains 16 finely decorated rooms, endlessly rich in subtlety and design. It is
a remarkable building - both in terms of structure and history.
The students then travelled into The Hugh Lane Gallery which is also known as Charlemont
House. Charlemont House was also designed by William Chambers in 1763 for James
Caulfeild, the first Earl of Charlemont and was refurbished as a public art gallery in 1933.
The gallery’s original collection of modern art was presented by Sir Hugh Lane in 1908
and over the last century has been enhanced by notable bequests, gifts and acquisitions
including Francis Bacon’s Studio and Archive and Sean Scully’s gift of paintings. The
students were treated to a private tour of the gallery where they got to see the work of
Irish and European artists.
Then finally we travelled up O'Connell Street on to The National Gallery of Ireland on
Clare St which is in the heart of Georgian Dublin. The students again got to see the work
of Irish artist they will study such as J,B, Yeats and Paul Henry. They were able to see
The Zurich Portrait Prize exhibition. The annual competition, showcasing contemporary
portraiture, attracts entries from across the island of Ireland, and from Irish artists
living abroad. This exhibition will feature a shortlist of portraits chosen by the 2019
judging panel. A great day was had by all!
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Success at Credit Union Art Competition!
Now, in it's 36th year, the Credit Union Art
Competition is a household name. The talent & colour
on show each year displays the dedication to Art by all
participants. This inclusive competition encourages
participants of any age to create a masterpiece. The
theme for the 2019 Art Competition is the Walk of
Life. The Walk of Life theme encourages you to draw
inspiration from the positive changes you might see in
your local community, or in wider society. Or, you might
want to depict the positive changes you have
experienced yourself in life. You have full artistic
freedom to express your thoughts, opinions, visions and
hopes on the theme.
Congratulations to all of our students who entered the
competition. We had three winners!!! Caroline Frances
from Ashbourne Credit Union called to the school to
present the winners with their prizes. The winners
were Kodi Campbell, Anthony Murphy & Amy Gough, all
2nd year students. Well done to everyone that took
part!

Culture Club
Culture Club is a lunchtime event that takes place every Monday.
Facilitated by Inion Corcoran, Kennedy & Wozniak, it is a space
where students can share their experience of their country and
all the varied expressions of their culture while integrating into
CDL.
The aim is to ease the transition of students who have come from abroad and are
learning English as an additional language. These students are not only adapting to the
Irish school system but are also learning about our society, traditions and customs. This
takes time and it can be a daunting experience. This is where Culture Club comes in…
The space allows students to meet other students going through the same experience.
They can discuss any issues they may have but it is also an opportunity to relax and
share common interests. Students share their knowledge and memories of their country
and cultures. A rich diversity of sport, music, language, movies, entertainment and food
are among the many topics discussed. As everyone is welcome to the club the discussions
provide an illuminating experience where we discover common interests and are enriched
by the insights into the wider world.
All of this is done in an informal, relaxed manner and is proving to be a fun experience
which we sincerely hope assists our new students settle into and contribute to the CDL
community.
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Science week ran from 13th of November until 15th
of November. Again, it proved to be another
successful week. The week kicked off with a thought
provoking whole school Tional on Climate Change. This
was kindly led by Matthew Byrne (5th Year) a
member of the Greenschool’s committee.
Numerous events were held across the three days
which included methane fireballs and dry ice
experiments. First year students took part in a
Climate Change poster competition and a whole school
door challenge on recognising patterns in elements
also occurred. Overall it was a very successful week
and the Science Department would like to thank the
students of CDL for their effort and engagement
with all activities.

Health Promotion Team
The Health Promotion team would like to
encourage students to make a conscious effort
to eat breakfast every day in the New Year.
See are some suggestions in the picture across.
Have a go and best of luck!

Nuachtlitir Choláiste De Lacy 2019
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Music during
Science Week

1st and 2nd year Music students took on
the challenge to participate in some experiments during National Science Week.
After studying the instruments of the
orchestra unit, students were intrigued
with how all the instruments produced
their unique timbres and sounds so they
were very eager to experiment with
sound and the instruments.

2nd year
Music
Concert

On the 27th of November, the 2nd year Music class
hosted the first music concert of the year. There
was over 100 people in attendance and there was
great demand for tickets. Everyone performed very
well and the variety of styles we heard were very
entertaining; there was plenty of solo vocals, piano
solos, groups performances and two pieces sang by
the choir. It was very well organised by the
students and staff- the lighting and sound really
enhanced the overall show. I really enjoyed it and
look forward to the 3rd year concert next term!
Hannah Tumbleton, 3rd year
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Building Learning Power has been an integral part of the educational culture in Coláiste
De Lacy ever since it first opened its doors back in 2014. BLP is about helping young
people help themselves become better learners, developing students learning habits
and preparing young people for a lifetime of learning. The staff at CDL are committed
to developing BLP within the school and nurturing the associated learning habits within
all students. November 2019 saw teachers participate in the inaugural workshop of the
CDL BLP collaborative group. Over 30 staff members were in attendance and another
two workshops are scheduled for later this school year. The purpose of these
workshops is to develop a professional learning community for teachers to share best
practice around the area of BLP. All first year students are engaging in an Enrichment
lesson which takes place once a week. During this time students are introduced to the
concept of Building Learning Power and the 17 Learning Habits. Read the article below
to see how one of first year student’s has found the Enrichment lessons so far:

I like enrichment because it teaches first years skills that will help you for
the rest of your life. You learn to have a growth mindset, this means to
always try your best, embrace the struggle, get involved and to enjoy being
challenged. You learn study skills with the 17 learning habits, these habits are
split into four categories,
Resilience
Resourcefulness
Reflectiveness
Reciprocity
These habits have really helped me so far in first year. They helped me learn
to study in an effective and comfortable way for me. They also are habits
people with growth mindsets would use in every day scenarios and not just
school. Enrichment is very useful and really helped me settle into the new
school environment because the teachers are so friendly and will always help
you if you need it. A lot of life skills are taught to first years in Enrichment
and they are all very useful.
By: Thomas Elmes, First year
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TY students teaching 1st
years about learning how to
learn
In the week leading up to the Christmas Exams,
Transition Year students, who take a module in
Learning how to Learn, taught first years during
Enrichment lessons. The purpose of this, was to
help First Year students learn study techniques
before their exams started. The transition year
students picked 4 Geography chapters and taught
students way of revising , e.g. Mindmaps, Flash
Cards, etc. This was an excellent way for
experience and best practice to be shared. It was
a great success and 1st year students really
enjoyed being instructed by their peers.

As you are aware, attendance in school is essential to
promote the academic and social development and
wellbeing of our students. As the school year
progresses we would ask and encourage parents to
make doctor, dentist etc. appointments for your
son/daughter where possible, outside of school time to
minimise disruption to their learning.
This term saw our 28 Clanns go to head-to-head in the
first of our Every School Day Counts Initiative. This
initiative was introduced in November to coincide with
the launch of the Tusla Education Support Service. 24
Clanns had over a 90% attendance rate, a fantastic
achievement. There was one winning Clann, with a 97%
attendance rate for the month – Clann Talty!

However, there were a number of Clanns who ran a
very close second, with a 96% attendance rate –
Aniss, Carpenter, Doran, Noone, O’Donoghue and
Regan. Well done and congratulations to all
students on the big effort made!!
Our next Every School Day Counts Initiative will run
again in March and we hope that a number of Clanns
will hit 100% attendance.
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Lidl #SeriousSupport Programme
On Thursday 24th of October, the Junior Girls GAA team were
lucky enough to have their first workshop with Dublin Ladies
footballer Carla Rowe as part of the Lidl #SeriousSupport
schools programme. Carla spoke with the team about her journey
as a footballer and how football has taught her skills of
perseverance and resilience through the highs and the lows of
winning and losing.
Throughout this programme the girls will be given the opportunity
to develop self-confidence, recognise their personal skills and
qualities and be given strategies to cope with stress and anxiety.
Throughout the first workshop the girls engaged in numerous fun
activities aimed at developing resilience, setting goals,
understanding the importance of good communication, planning
for success and developing a support network.

The next stage of the programme is for the GAA team to
organise and run a Gaelic football event using the skills and
activities that they gained from their first workshop. It’s a
great way for the group to develop creativity, responsibility and
leadership skills. It is not just about developing football skills
but improving confidence, life skills and a desire to make healthy
choices.
Carla will be back in after Christmas to see how we are
progressing and to carry out the second workshop which will
focus on developing the team’s GAA skills for use on the pitch
and off it also. After the enjoyment of day one, everyone is
excited for day two!
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Ladies Gaelic Football

The junior girls GAA team have enjoyed a successful year on the pitch to date. After a
narrow defeat to O’Carolan College in the first round of the league the girls bounced
back and recorded two excellent victories over Gormanston College and Boyne Community
School.
In all of our matches the entire panel demonstrated excellent teamwork and resilience.
The team has been excellently led by our TY students, in particular our captain Emma
O’Brien and a special word of praise must go to the first years who have improved the
team and increased standards right from the off in September.
A final word of thanks to Lidl who have sponsored our lovely new set of jerseys.

Soccer in CDL
Soccer was added to the growing list of extra-curricular
activities in Colaiste de Lacy, with four teams being
entered into North East School’s League. The senior boys
kicked off the year with a friendly versus local rivals
Ashbourne C.S. and later played the schools first
competitive soccer match against a strong team from
Dundalk Grammar School. Our senior boys progressed to
the league quarter final and narrowly lost out in extra
time to a strong Athboy side. This is the first time in the
school’s history that the boys have progressed outside of
the group stages.
Our first year boys and girls took part in the annual
Meath Futsal tournament in the MDL Navan. The boys
finished third in their group after a win over Beaufort
and a hard fought draw against Ashbourne C.S. Congratulations to the girls team who
were overall winners after remaining undefeated in their group before recording a
comfortable 4-1 victory over Beaufort College. The girls recorded their first ever win in
their first ever girls league match with a 6-0 victory over Kingscourt.
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CDL Basketball
CDL Boys Chasing Silverware
Coláiste De Lacy boys u19 and u16 basketball teams
have emerged unbeaten from the group stages of the
North East basketball league. Both teams overcame
Boyne College, Beaufort College and Ratoath in the
group stages and now both teams face stiff
opposition against Dunleer College in the semi-final
stages. The teams have demonstrated great skill and
team spirit so far this season. Here is hoping that
both teams reach the regional finals.

CDL U16 and U19 Girls
Both the girls U16 and U19 teams this year played extremely well as a team and
consistently improved as the season went on. The first game of the season was against
Ballymackenny College, which saw the U16 team narrowly defeated in a very tight game.
Excellent displays on the day from Emma O Brien and Maria Duffy. The U19 team
showed an excellent in the 1st half, particularly from Niamh Hughes, however
Ballymackenny took a strong lead in the second half.
The second came played was against Ratoath college. There was huge improvements
seen during this game and excellent displays from Aoibhín Rainsford, Ruth Abiodun,
Yanna Power and Eva Gough kept the girls in the game leading up to half time. Despite
some excellent play in the second half, the baskets just weren't falling and Ratoath
maintained a sufficient lead going into the 4th quarter, ultimately winning the game.
Fantastic efforts from the girls in 3rd year, TY and 5th year this season. Well done.

1st and 2nd year Basketball
The 1st and 2nd year girls team have begun
training for their season ahead and key skills
have been focused on such as dribbling, passing
and shooting. Training will take place every
Monday after school on the outdoor courts.
The 1st and 2nd year boys teams will begin training in January. All league games for all 1st and
2nd years will begin in the middle of January.

Page 19

Ladies Camogie
The school’s camogie team have been training away every
Friday after school under the guidance on Inion Madden and
Martin Lynch (GPO Donaghmore Ashbourne GAA). The team
had their first game in early December and lost out narrowly
to our neighbours Ashbourne Community School. The team
again is made up of a number of players trying camogie for
the first time.
In other camogie related news CDL would like to congratulate Donaghmore Ashbourne
Camogie team on their success in winning the Meath Junior Camogie Championship. We are
especially proud of our students Leah Butler, Amelia Roach, Erin Quinn, Aoibheann
Rainsford and Aoife Carroll who were members on this successful panel.

Boys GAA
Well done to the first year boys Gaelic team. They have been training extremely hard
over the past number of weeks showing excellent dedication and skill levels. So far
this year, they have come up against some well established school a such as Coláiste
na Mí, Mullingar CS and Oldcastle CS. They are well placed in the Leinster league table
so keep up the good work lads.
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CDL

In keeping with
Coláiste de Lacy’s
Halloween
tradition, a
Halloween Hoolie
was held on the
last day of term
1.
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Students and teachers
dressed up and danced
to traditional Irish
songs such as Ballaí
Luimnigh, Shoe the
Donkey and An Dreoilín
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Awards Ceremony
18th December 2019

1st Year award winners
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Awards Ceremony
18th December 2019

2nd Year award winners

3rd Year award winners
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Awards Ceremony
18th December 2019

Transition Year award winners

5th Year award winners
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Awards Ceremony
18th December 2019

6th Year award winners
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Transition Year

The story so far….

Delphi Diary entry….
My name is Chris I'm 16 and I will be writing about my experience in Delphi. So, you must be
wondering what is Delphi? Well imagine the best camping trip with all of your friends.
It all started off with waking up at 5.00am on the Monday morning. The bus was leaving
around 6.30am and as everyone was tired, it was a quiet drive up to the train station.
The train to Delphi was great fun. I brought Jenga with me for the journey and as you can
imagine it is a lot harder to play on a train!
We got a bus after the train to Delphi and the view was something to remember. The
mountains and fresh water along the roads are a memory to last.
As soon as we arrived and finished unpacking, my group got the chance to go kayaking which
was brilliant! My advice to anyone going in the future is to wear warm clothes under the wet
suit as the lake is freezing.
The second day we went surfing. We leant how to stand up on a surfboard and how to
paddle and catch a wave. I have to say that was the best part of Delphi for me.
Later on that day we went climbing. The best way to describe it is to think of the Tayto
Park climbing area but cranked up to level 10.
Then when night fall came we all hiked up a mountain and got to see the wonderful sights of
Delphi and even in the dark, you could still see beautiful sights.
The last activity was archery which was good. The weather wasn’t on our side that day but
everyone still enjoyed it.
Thank you so much to all the teachers that gave up their and looked after us so well on the
trip.
Chris, Transition Year.
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The Transition Year group headed to Awesome
Walls in the Business Park in Finglas, Dublin.
There were some first time visitors, and some
more experienced rock climbers. The staff
were very welcoming, they catered for all
levels of rock climbing ability even if we were
not good at it.
Before we began, the instructors taught us all the essentials for using the centre and
climbing for fun. They also instructed us on our safety during the session and were very
helpful. Awesome Walls had many different rock climbing walls on offer, including a boulder
zone, top rope, automatic belay and lead climb. After the session we had lunch, and some of
us bought food from the tuck shop in the building, which was convenient. Rock climbing is a
fun activity that helps build strength, balance, coordination and confidence. All of the TY
students felt very motivated and we developed our rock climbing skills.
By: Ellie and Kayleigh, TY

GoQuest is a live scoring, fully automated multi challenge arena for adults, teenagers and
older children. The warehouse contains 28 unique Challenge Rooms spread across 4
Themed Zones. GoQuest tests you in mix of light physical, skill & mental challenges and
each session is 1 hour and 30 minutes long. Our session at GoQuest helped us improve on
skills such as problem solving, logical reasoning and team work. One of the most important
skills needed was team work, if you couldn’t work as a team, you couldn’t succeed and gain
points for the rooms. Some of the levels were hard, and some were straight forward. We
all found GoQuest very fun, and would love to go again!
How GoQuest works:
When you enter a room you have a limited amount of time to try and solve the challenge.
If you succeed you gain the points for that room, fail and you can re try it or attempt another challenge room. You’re on a quest to get as many points as possible in your session.
You can leave a room at any time and try another by pressing the exit button. We did our
session in groups of 3-5 people.
By Ellie and Kayleigh, TY
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The TY group was brought to Croke Park
for an educational trip. We arrived in Croke
Park in the afternoon and we were taken
into a room. We were introduced to our
tour guide and we were shown a video all
about the stadium and what Croke Park
actually was.
Our tour started with the dressing rooms.
We were told how teams prepare for a
match and we were shown a video of one of
the players talking about what he does
before a match. We were then given a few
minutes to have a look around.
In the dressing rooms there are showers, toilets, and benches . After
the dressing rooms we were shown where the players warm up before a
match. This room was a smaller version of the real pitch with the noise
of a crowd screaming in the background so the players get used to the
sound before they go out to play.
Overall I thought this tour was really good. I found it very interesting
and I learned a lot about the Stadium. I would recommend this tour to
people of any age interested in sport or the stadium itself. The
atmosphere is great and my year enjoyed it very much.
By: Julie, TY
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On Wednesday the of September, Ty students
travelled to Epic Ireland. Epic is a privately owned
museum, founded by Neville Isdell, former chairman and Chief Executive of The Coca-Cola Company, who was born in County Down. In May 2016,
EPIC was officially opened by former President of
Ireland Mary Robinson. EPIC is located in the
vaults of the CHQ Building. At its opening in
2016, the Irish Independent reported that Isdell
had invested €15 million in to the project. Epic
Ireland is made up of twenty galleries which are
each individually themed, and fall under the headings of Migrtion, Motivation, Influence and Diaspora Today. The "Migration" galleries deal with
migration patterns from Ireland since 500AD.
The "Motivation" galleries cover religious missionary work, the Irish famine, religious and social
persecution, criminal transportation, and the effects of Irish involvement in foreign conflicts.
The "Influence" section covers notable Irish immigrants in the world of business, sports, science
and inventors, political leaders and thinkers, music, dance and entertainment, art and fashion,
writing and storytelling. I think that the tour was
very interesting and very informative. The tour
helped us learn more about Irish history and understand what life was like in the past. It’s a very
good place to visit if you would like to learn more
about Irish history.

An Audience with Tomi Reichental- A Holocaust Survivor
On Wednesday the 9th of October our 6th Year and TY
students made their way to ‘The Venue’ in Ratoath to attend
a talk delivered by Holocaust survivor Tomi Reichental. He is
one of only three surviving Holocaust survivors that are
based here in Ireland. Our school had been on the waiting
list for his renowned talk for the last five years so we
definitely felt the privilege of being in his presence to hear
his story of absolute resilience.
Tomi’s talk traced his life from his birth and ordinary life in
Piestany, Slovakia in 1935 to his extraordinary capture by
Nazi soldiers aged nine in 1944. He also detailed his survival,
return and assimilation back into to society when the camp
was eventually freed.
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He had grown up in a small farming village and where people were very welcoming to their
Jewish family even after the strict anti- Jewish laws were brought into force. As he said
the anti-Semitism had just been a ‘whisper’ at first in their town where the barely had to
wear their yellow Star of David. However as the regime became stricter and more
enforced by law even in Slovakia the family
were forced to move.
They were eventually captured and sent to
the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in
1944. He described his horrific journey
there as well as his daily life and experience
from his tiny intake of food per day as little
as a cracker sized piece of bread and coffee
to playing hide and seek among piles of
bodies. He detailed how devoid of humanity
the SS soldiers were- how the SS women
purposely dressed up and wore makeup in
order to set themselves apart from the
prisoners who were unable even to wash for months at a time so that they were little
more than animals. The SS officers refused to even make eye contact with them and
would not engage in any conversation only to shout instructions.
In this camp there were no gas chambers- instead people were literally worked and
starved to death. Tomi recounted the experience of having the camp freed. He said they
became aware something was happening as over a couple of days the officers began to
dwindle until there were none left. Instead of sparking joy it filled them with fear as
they now had no access to what little food and water they did have. They officers had
cut off the water supply in the hope that the inmates would die of dehydration before
they were rescued. When the British troops arrived, on seeing the levels of starvation,
they brought with them huge carts of food not knowing the dangers this would have on
the stomachs of the starving inmates- in some cases actually leading to death.
After his release he became aware that thirty five members of his family had perished.
He talked of how after his release he returned to school but had to
struggle to meet the level of his peers who had not missed out on
their education. However he battled against all adversity and
became an engineer which led him to setting up a business here in
Ireland where he met and married an Irish Jewish girl, He has been
here since 1959.
Today Tomi travels all over Ireland talking about his experience and
also educating students about tolerance, acceptance and resilience.
He is the author of two books ‘I Was A Boy In Belsen’ and ‘Tomi’ as
well as the documentaries ‘Close to Evil’ and ‘Condemned to
Remember”.
He gave up his time generously at the end of the talk to allow our students the
opportunity to ask him questions, take photographs with him and sign their books. Our
students generated some fantastic questions and really utilized the experience of coming
face to face with such an extraordinary gentleman and primary source of information
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On Wednesday the 20th of November,
the transition year students took part
in a 2 hour drumming workshop. The TY
students then showcased their musical
talent on the drums to all of the 1st
year students.

Christmas Carol Singing in
Silverstream Nursing Home
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T.Y.

Students

have been

studying

the global goals

since the beginning

of

September. The Global Goals, also known as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
are a universal plan of action for people and planet to be achieved by the year 2030.
These 17 goals aim to end poverty, combat climate change and ensure that we leave
peaceful, just and equal societies for future generations.
These goals are universal in nature, applying to developed and developing countries alike,
and place sustainable development at their core. The TY students prepared and
delivered outstanding presentations to educate first year students on the importance of
the global goals. The first years thoroughly enjoyed the presentations and a very
interesting question and answer time between first year and TY students ensued. Well
done to all involved.
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All Transition Year students have been taking part in the
Student Enterprise Programme which is run by the Meath
Local Enterprise Office.
At the beginning of December, all transition year students
travelled to Trim Castle Hotel to take part in the Idea
Generation Day. This event, which was held by the Local
Enterprise Office, gave students the opportunity to learn
more about the programme as well as brainstorm about their
own ideas for their business.
Following on from the event, the students developed their
business idea every Friday during enterprise class. A lot of
work was completed outside of school time and all of the groups
carried out desk and field research as well as creating
prototypes for their own products.
By early December most teams had generated their own sales
with the help of a very successful Christmas Fair in the
school. It is hoped that the businesses will continue to flourish into the New Year and
that the students do well in the Student Enterprise Competition in March 2020.
On Friday the 13th and Wednesday the 18th of December, Transition Year students
hosted an Enterprise Fair where there set up colourful stands to sell their products and
services. It was a very successful two day for all of the enterprises with lots of students
picking up gifts for Christmas.
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TY Enterprise Fair

Forensic Science Workshop
On the 20th of November, the Transition Years took part in a forensic science workshop
on the John F. Kennedyassassination case. It started off with us all sitting down in the
library receiving a rundown of the case from the teacher. There was 8 stations set up
around the library each about a certain part of the case with fun activities to do such as
a VR experience of the assassination and tables with board games based on the case. We
were then given worksheets that we had to answer using the evidence at the stations.
We were given an hour and a half to explore all the stations and try to figure out who
was the killer. We had to identify what was their reasoning and how they done it. We
then sat back down and we all discussed our guesses on who the killer was. At the end we
were given the opportunity to lie inside a body bag which was then zipped up by other
students and wear forensic suits. Everyone really enjoyed it and found it very interesting. By Josh and Maria TY.
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Build a Bank
Programme

Coláiste de Lacy, for the first time, has entered
into the AIB Build a bank competition. The
competition allows a team of transition year
students to open their own bank weekly. The
programme allows the team to create their own
theme, run promotional and charity events and
gives them an in-depth insight into the world of
banking. All schools completing this programme
go head to head in a competition to win “The
Best Bank” in March of 2020.
Only 6 students can be involved in this competition and all of students who
applied went though a vigorous application form and interview process. Well
done to the successful candidates; Bank Manager Neva Maria Sajeev, COO
Dominque Young, Marketing Manager Caoimhe O Brien, Financial Controller
Katie Ryan, Customer Service Operative Kayleigh Corr and Innovation
Executive Cianan Finn.
On Thursday the 12th of December, the Iris Gold Bank had their launch day in
the library. Students from all year groups took part in games and received
application forms for the bank during lunch time. The bank will now open every
Thursday.
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TY Work Experience
Information Technology

Primary School teaching
I completed my work experience
in Gaelscoil na Cille. I learned a
lot about what I’d like to do after
school. I enjoyed working with
the younger children in the school and doing it
through Irish.
Some of the things I did during the week included
correcting work, making posters and helping the
teachers and children in the classroom.
I also got to do more interesting things around the
school like watching the choir, going to resource
with some of the students in my class and I got to
go to the library because the class I was assigned
to went to an art workshop.
Julie Scanlon

For work experience I was
in SSE Airtricty. I spent
my day up in I.T helping
other staff with their
problems and I was trying
to reset someone’s password (member of staff in
the call centre) because
they couldn’t remember it.
I had to sort some requests for certain programmes, and some people
didn’t have access to their
SharePoint and their
OneDrive.
David Gormley

Solicitor
For my first of work experience I went to Blake Horrigan Solicitors in
Dublin. I had to get the bus from Ashbourne at 7am to the Spire in
Dublin followed by the Luas to the office. I got to the office at 8am
where we all went to get coffees before starting work at 8:30am. In the morning we
would be in the office until 10am doing some office work before me and the solicitor
would walk across to the Criminal Courts for one or two court cases depending on the
day. Once they were over we would get a taxi back to the Four Courts for settlements.
This is where the solicitor would try and settle cases without bringing them to court.
After lunch I would either come back to the office for meetings with clients or I would
go back to the Four Courts to meet the solicitors main barrister and sit in on big cases.
I finished work at 5 and would then get the bus back to Ashbourne from Liberity Hall.
I really enjoyed my first week of work experience, it is hard to pick my favourite part
but it was probably going to the Four Courts with the Barrister for the big cases, I am
very much looking forward to my second block of work experience in January.
Maria Duffy
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As some of you may know, the interim Student
Council of Cólaiste De Lacy was established late
last year. The Student Council is a medium
through which students can have their voice
heard and be part of the decision-making
process of the school. This proved to be a
resounding success with over twelve students
from all years volunteering to join.
The Student Council has been working diligently
since its establishment on matters important to the student body. Five
subcommittees were formed, dealing with issues from uniform changes to positioning
of lockers.
Even while still in its interim stage, the Student Council did introduce one change,
the re-introduction of recycling bins. This first step has subsequently been
expanded on, leading to the formation of a Green Schools Committee, of which I am
part. We are currently working hard to achieve our schools first Green Flag.
In October of this year, the Student Council was invited to join the ISSU (Irish
Second Level Students’ Union), an umbrella organisation providing support and
training to student councils. We joined by a unanimous decision. Two senior and two
junior students including myself, were chosen to attend an ISSU regional meeting
the following week. We met with representatives of ISSU schools from across Louth
and Meath and acquired new ideas that we could use to improve our own school.
The main focus of the day was the election of two Regional Officers to represent
Louth/Meath. I put myself forward hoping that I would get one of the positions. Due
to us having to leave early, it was an entire day before I found out the result. I was
elected. As part of the job, I will now attend training sessions and will communicate
the lessons learned to the Student Council in order to benefit not just me but the
entire school.
Student Council nominations and elections have taken place over the last few weeks
and we are delighted to announce the following
students have been appointed as student council
members: Ben Adams, Thomas Elmes, Daegan
Browne, Ailbhe Comerford, Diana Zhurava,
Aimee Cullen, Alina Mardari, David Rimsa,
Tomin Sajeev, Beibhinn Collier, Emerald Ikpe,
Matthew Byrne, Killian McGrane, Matthew
Joyce and Rose Norton.
If any students have any issues within the
school or would like something discussed at one
of our meetings you can do so so by passing a message to one of the above students
or our liaison teachers – Maistir Hall, Inion Carpenter, Inion Murray, Inion Spillane
and Inion Kennedy.
As this year’s newly elected Student Council comes into office, we hope to continue
and improve on the great work of our predecessors.
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Our 3rd and 6th Year students attended a 3 hour Study Skills workshop on
the 18th and 19th November 2019. The workshops were facilitated by Sue
from Amazing Brains, and it was an add on to all the learning habits, skills,
knowledge and tools they have been developing during their time in school.
The students received study tips and advice, along with study planners and
calendars to support them in the lead up to their Christmas Assessments
and Mock examinations.

Our Peer Ed’s, who have been
trained by JIGSAW, have done
great work this term delivering
lessons about mental health. They
delivered their “its time to start
talking” presentation to the all the
first year students during our
JIGSAW/World Mental Health
day. These four students have also
delivered the talk to Ashbourne
Educate Together sixth class
students as well.
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CDL Careers Fair
CDL’s first Careers and College Fair took place on Wednesday 20th November in the
school’s Halla. It was nicely timed to coincide with College Awareness Week 2019, as an
additional support for our students into the lead up to 3rd level, Further Ed. and
apprenticeship applications. The Universities and IT’s that were in attendance on the
evening were:
Griffith College

Athlone IT

Ashbourne Gardai

Drogheda Institute of Further Education

AIB Ashbourne

DCU

TU Dublin

DBS

Coláiste Ide

Maynooth University

UCD

Midwifery

Teagasc

Coláiste Dhulaigh

JIGSAW, Navan

Regional Skills and Trining Dundalk

Defence Forces

Dunboyne College of Further Education

There was a great turn out from many of Junior and Senior
Cycle students, their parents and guardians, as well as
students and staff from our neighbouring secondary school
ACS and Youth Reach services. Students and parents and
guardians got an opportunity to speak directly to various
representatives around possible future educational choices and
progressions routes into 3rd level and the world of work.
Following this, Iníon Callinan met with many of the parents and
guardians from 6th Year and gave a presentation on the
various routes and avenues available to all of our students as
well as CAO application demonstrations and information
regarding supports once within 3rd Level education.
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World Mental Health/Jigsaw Day 2019
On Thursday 10th October CDL celebrated World Mental Health Day in the school.
Both students and staff experienced a wide range of activities and informative talks
from various guest-speakers and students. The wonderful and hilarious Rory's Stories
kicked off our day with a talk around life challenges and resilience. Caomhnóirí then
introduced the topic of promoting positive mental health to the students during Clann
Time with some activities and offered the space to practice mindful breathing, with a
Drop Everything and Breathe exercise.
Our Peer-Ed trained 5th Years gave an insightful and informative presentation to our
1st Years on minding your wellbeing and caring for their own mental health.

2nd, 3rd and TY's got the opportunity to return to their "youth" and enjoy the simple
things in life, such as plaing Jigsaw puzzles, mindful art activities as well as some
friendly competition across the Ping-Pong table! The Silent Disco Pilates was also a
huge hit with our students!
Finally, to top it all off 5th and 6th Years, enjoyed a coffee/breakfast morning with
their friends as a way of switching off from the daily stresses of exams and studying,
and to just 'be' with their friends for the morning!
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Meet the
Anti– Bullying
Team!

Coláiste De Lacy endeavours to ensure positive
relationships exist between all members of the
school community. The Anti-Bullying team within
the school is responsible for investigating any
bullying incidents that are reported. The CDL
Anti-Bullying Policy and Procedures can be found
on the school website.

Page 43

Staying Safe Online Workshop

On Wednesday the 20th of November, Paula O
Connor provided an excellent talk to all 1st year
and 3rd year students on the importance on
staying safe online. For first years, Paula focused on the use of social media, cyber bullying
and gaming. In the third year session Paula discussed. It was an excellent, practical and informative talk. Read the article below, from a
first year student, outlining what they learned.

On Wednesday the 20th of November Paula O Connor came to our school and gave
us a 2 hour talk on staying safe online.
The talk was about informing us of the dangers of the internet and
tips for staying safe online. One of the main things we discussed
was social media. We checked, out of the first year group present,
who had social media accounts. It turned out that most people had
more than one account on different social medias. Snapchat was one
of the most popular social media applications among first years.
Another important topic we covered was cyberbullying. Online, if you say one nasty about somebody, it is counted as cyberbullying. Cyberbullying is becoming more
popular because people think they can hide behind a screen and no one will find out
who it is or that there are no consequences. However, they don’t realise that everyone has a digital footprint meaning that even if you delete something it’s never
truly gone.
When you’re online you can be anyone. Therefore you can’t trust anyone online that you don’t know personally because unfortunately,
there are lots of people trying to get your personal information.
When you’re online always use the highest privacy settings, never
post pictures with addresses of houses or your house and never give
any personal information away.
We also learnt that the legal age of consent for social media in
Ireland is 16 years old. For some sites it is a bit younger but you
should always have consent from your parent or guardian. As well
as social media another thing you need to be careful with is gaming. Games have age ratings for a reason. Some of the content in
games may be gory or inappropriate, you can talk to strangers in
games also so make sure to always use the age rating.
The talk we attended was very informative and interesting and I learned a lot.
By Mia Harrington – First year
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Materials Technology
1st year Taster Module

Over the Four week taster Module
students got a very broad experience of
Wood Technology (wood). Students got
an accurate taste of the necessary key
skills and in addition many transferable
lifelong skills that students will use
inside and outside of the classroom.
Within this, students completed two
project the Boat and the Pencil Holder.
Below is a sample that exhibits the
variety
of
tasks
that
students
encounter.

Students in 2nd year were engaged in a variety of design & make tasks. Students had to
create a model plane in which they designed the shape of the wings and used the
Pyrographer to apply their own personal aesthetics. Students second design activity is the
key holder project in which they design have been finalised and they are currently in the
process of creating. In addition to designing their project students have been tasked with
creating a time lapse video of the realisation of their keyholder project on their iPad.
These types of projects have many links to freedom within their assessment project and
portfolio which is worth 66% in their final Junior Cycle year. Below is some of the design
and make skills that can be seen in 2nd year MTW.

Our 3rd year Students were engaged in a solving a design and make brief since October
2019. This journey of discovery began the Design Brief published by the State
Examinations Commission. Within this project, students had to reason, justify and
articulate their approach to design & make a solution to meet specific requirements.
Students have completed their individual designs and are currently in the making stage and
projects will need to be complete for the Easter deadline.
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Construction Studies
TY Construction Studies
The Transition year construction studies students
haven been busy making a variety of craft project.
Most recently they were given the task of
construction Art Easel’s for the school in which they
did an exception job.
5th and 6th Year Construction Studies

Students have been learning about everything from
planning permission to the construction details of
walls, window and roofs. In addition to the theory
elements of the course students have been
undertaking and perfecting their practical skills test
which will take place in May.

Metalwork
Through the taster programme, first year students have been developing the core practical
skills needed to excel if they choose to continue their studies in this subject for the
remainder of the Junior Cycle. The first year groups are very excited coming into metalwork
and really develop their skills over the four week taster programme.
This year we have our first set of third year pupils doing metalwork. The pupils are very
busy making their Junior Cert projects which are shown below. The pupils have to analysis
the working drawing and replicate these onto the given material. They then use their
practical skills to manufacture and process the desired piece.
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Technical Graphics and DCG
Over the four-week taster module students got a
very broad experience of Junior Cycle Graphic’s.
Students experienced a range of the different
topic they will encounter in Junior cycle Graphic’s.
In the area of 2D graphics and recognising the
impact of graphic, in which students investigated
Logos drew many famous logos. In the Area of 3D
graphics students looked at the developments or
Nets and looked at case studies how through the
knowledge of Developments companies like amazon
can reduce their packaging thus increasing profits
and reducing their environmental footprint. In the
Area of design students investigated the new
Tesla CyberTruck.

Second year students are making excellent progress in Technical
Graphics as their visual understanding and communication skills
improve. The class is busy tackling questions where they must
represent 3D objects in a 2D form.
3rd year Technical Graphic students are extremely busy preparing
for their mock exams in February. Their main focus is being able
to unlock their visual understanding skills while also maintaining a
high level of visual communication skills.
Coláiste De Lacy are delighted that we have our first set
of 6th years doing Design Communication Graphics for the
leaving cert. DCG is a Leaving Certificate subject that aims
to stimulate the creative and decision-making capabilities
of students in the field of design. The students are very
busy tackling their DCG projects, the brief is a gaming
headset. The pupils must model a gaming headset on
SolidWorks and visually represent their ideas.
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3rd Year Art
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School Self-Evaluation at Coláiste De Lacy 2019
Coláiste De Lacy came to the end of its’ first phase of Literacy
Initiatives for Improvement this year. Punctuation has been our main
focus for literacy for the past three years, highlighted by posters in
classrooms and supported by teachers using purple pens within written
feedback on students’ work. This initiative has proven very successful
students were re-assessed on their use of correct punctuation and
showed an overall 8% improvement (60% of students achieving 8/10 or
more on the (punctuation test).
Well done to students, teachers and parents on
this improvement. Coláiste De Lacy will continue
to place emphasis on correct punctuation and
student questioning during lessons and as we
move into the next phase of our Literacy
Improvement Initiative, which includes:
2019-2022 highlighting and explaining key words
and terms in the context of each specific
subject.

Numeracy Initiatives currently running include percentage calculation and
place value of numbers. These will continue and be reviewed towards end
of this academic year.
As an extension of our Teaching and Learning Initiatives for Improvement
we have also
chosen to also highlight the language of learning,
assessment and feedback during lessons to supports students in the New
Junior Cycle. Student and teacher surveys 2019 before the summer
identified: Assessment feedback as area to focus on for improvement.
2019-2022 – Teachers will use and highlight the language
of assessment and feedback
during lessons
2019-2022 - Teachers will also place emphasis on ‘Action
Verbs’ (keywords in exam questions) during the learning to
support student assessment literacy.
Our School Report and School Improvement Plan have been updated to include these
priorities and is available on our school website.
The School Self-Evaluation Team plan to gather information from a parent focus group in the
new year as part of the next phase of improvement – reporting on assessment. We thank you
for your co-operation thus far and look forward to working with you again in the future.
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Punctuation
. Full stop − Marks the end of a sentence.
, Comma − To mark a brief pause with in a sentence.
‘ Apostrophe − Shows belonging e.g. The boy’s coat or
missing letters in words like don’t and can’t.
‘’ Inverted commas − Show quotation.
? Question mark − Ends a question sentence.
: Colon − To introduce something that is to follow, which
may be a list e.g. Students are expected to: attend classes
or to introduce the second half of a sentence when it explains/expands what comes in the first half e.g. Mediterranean cooking is considered healthy: it uses olive oil and
fish.
; Semicolon − To link two sentences and turn them into
one sentence when a full stop would be too abrupt e.g. The
door burst open; the Principal walked in or as a separator
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The Gift of Reading

Recommended Reading Lists for First, Second & Third Year Students
Books are fuel for the imagination. They offer a door way to another world for students. Becoming
absorbed in a good book is such a joy. It quietens and opens the mind all at once.
If you are considering buying a book for a teenager for Christmas then you might like to consider
some of the books that are recommended by the Junior Cycle English team. Any book is a wonderful
gift but you might find the lists below useful if you are struggling to choose a suitable book.
Happy reading!

Novels for First Year Students:
CAREY, Anna
COOPER, Susan
COTTRELL BOYCE
DOYLE, Roddy
FRANK, Anne
GAIMAN, Neil
HINTON, Nigel
McKENZIE, Sophie
MORPURGO
MURRAY, E.R.
PAULSEN, Gary
PULLMAN, Philip
RUDDEN, Dave
SACHAR, Louis
SHAN, Darren
STEINBECK
TAYLOR, Theodore
TOLKIEN, J.R.R.

The Real Rebecca
The Dark Is Rising
Frank Millions
Wilderness
The Diary of a Young Girl
The Graveyard Book (novel or graphic novel)
Buddy
Girl, Missing
Michael Private Peaceful
The Book of Learning
Nightjohn
The Scarecrow and his Servant
Knights of the Borrowed Dark
The Boy Who Lost His Face
Cirque Du Freak
The Red Pony
The Cay
The Hobbit

Novels for Second and Third Year Students:
ACHEBE, Chinua
ALMOND, David
AUSTEN, Jane
BLACKMAN, Malorie
CONNOLLY, John
CROSSAN, Sarah
DOWD, Siobhan
GLEITZMAN, Morris
GOLDING, William
HINTON, S.E.
KIERNAN, Celine
LEE, Harper
MULLIGAN, Andy
ORWELL, George
SCOTT CARD, Orson
SEPETYS, Ruta
STEINBECK, John
SWINDELLS, Robert
TAMAKI

Things Fall Apart
The Savage
Sense and Sensibility
Noughts and Crosses
The Book of Lost Things
The Weight of Water
Bog Child
Once
Lord of the Flies
The Outsiders
Into the Grey
To Kill a Mockingbird
Trash
Animal Farm
Ender’s Game
Between Shades of Grey
Of Mice and Men
Stone Cold
This One Summer (Graphic Novel

Nollaig agus Athbhliain shuaimhneach is shonasach
Wishing you peace and happiness for
Christmas and the New Year
From all of the staff and students of Coláiste De Lacy

