Nollaig 2015
Choláiste De Lacy

Dear Parents/Guardians,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody in our school
community who have been most supportive throughout another eventful term.
Our students continue to develop and grow in a happy learning environment and I would like to thank the students and teachers for their dedication and hard work.
I wish you and your families a very Happy Christmas and Peaceful New
Year.
Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise Daoibh.
Maistir McCormack
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School Self-Evaluation
Coláiste De Lacy is currently carrying out it’s first cycle of School Self-Evaluation. This is the process
whereby schools gather information and evaluate their progress in light of various themes e.g.
learner experiences and learner outcomes.
Self-Evaluation is required of all schools by the Department of Education as part of their wholeschool development and offers the opportunity to tailor improvement strategies based upon the
needs of each individual school.
Coláiste De Lacy will be evaluating Literacy as part of the first cycle of Self-Evaluation. This will enable us to choose the most appropriate strategies for improvement in this aspect of teaching and
learning at the Coláiste for the next three years.
All of the information gathered from students, parents and teachers will be analysed in order to
choose priorities for improvement to Literacy for the Coláiste for Literacy as part of this three year
cycle.
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Internet Use and Safety
Garda Talks for First Years on Internet Safety
were held in late November . Ranganna Fionn,
Setanta and Cuchulainn were all addressed by
the local Community Garda as part of the
Garda Schools Programme.

First Years also had a session on
facilitated by Inion Cunningham
on how to ensure that their research material taken form the
Internet is authentic.
This will prove to be invaluable
to students in their subject areas, most especially for their
classroom based assessments as
part of the New Junior Cycle.

Road Safety
The road safety awareness day
took place on the 23rd of November. On this day the students were made aware of the
dangers of using the roads and
were given advice and tips on
how best to stay safe on the
roads.
The students also sang the road
safety song. Each student received a reflective vest or armband to wear on their journey to
and from school.
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Art & Project Work

As part of the second years
study of Early Christian Ireland,
students created a model of a
monastery. Students were
asked to include as many aspects of the monastery as possible and the second years rose to
the challenge! Their models
were extremely creative and
very impressive.

The first years have been
busy these past few weeks in
Art making plaster masks under the theme of 'Under the
Sea'. Each student in Stanza
designed a mask and realised
this design through a process
of sharing ideas and learning
new skills. The results are
very creative and responsive
to the theme!
The second years had been
working on their drawing
over the first term. As part of
this they made a collaborative
tonal drawing of Brian Friel in
light of his passing a few
weeks back. Each student
completed a piece of his face
and then together they
merged and edited their work
to make it whole. The piece is
currently on display in the
school

Christmas Card Competition
Coláiste De Lacy held their annual Christmas Card
competition last week. Congratulations to this
years winners who were all in first year: Ben Heaney (3rd place), Katie Colbert (2nd place) and
Claire Caffrey (1st place). The entries are currently
on display in the school.
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Home Economics
First year students were introduced to Home Economics as a subject this term. Each student was encouraged to utilise their planning, design, textile, analytical and culinary skills.
Nutritious food products were produced as a result of the student’s hard work. The group of students had a
keen interest in sport and so healthy eating was a focus throughout the practical culinary classes. Students
developed transferable skills which they could apply to making other dishes at home. There was a commendable analysis of the students own diet and many suggestions were made to maintain and improve a
diet that is nutritious and varied.
The textile and design element of the subject was introduced with students planning the interior design of a
bedroom and creating a class bunting.
The Second Year students continued their hard work in
Home Economics this term.
Their knowledge of healthy
eating, nutrients, food commodities and special diets was
developed while applying culinary skills to create dishes suitable for each diet. Students
are currently working on creating Christmas Decorations in
preparation for the creation of
their Craft project in January
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Maths Week
Maths week took place from the 12th to
the 16th of October.
During this week lots of maths activities
took place.
During enrichment students completed
Einstein's riddle in which they had to use
their problem solving skills to get to the
bottom of the puzzle. The students were
given a series of clues to help them discover which of the five people in the puzzle
owned the fish. All of the students got very
involved in the puzzle using their problem
solving skills and logic to solve the problem. Some students were so taken with the puzzle that they
went home and worked it out in their own time.
Each day there was an ancient and modern mathematician displayed on the maths notice board, as
well as a daily maths puzzle competition. A winner was picked each day for the puzzle competition.
A Maths Treasure Hunt took place on
Thursday morning the 15th October.
This was a great success and the overall
winners of the treasure hunt were Stacey
Webb, Conor Early, Lee Martin and Claire
Caffrey.
Here’s to another great Maths week next
year.
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Science Week
Science week at Colaíste de Lacy was a resounding success!
It took place from the 8-15 of November. We had a range of activities in school, including experimental demonstrations at lunch time and a daily scientist of the day competition.
During enrichment we had an egg drop challenge in which students worked brilliantly to build a
protective case for an egg and Maistir O’Hogáin dropped them from the ceiling!

Rang Cúchulainn also took a trip to the local library where they carried out a range of experiments
and learned about science of the future. It was enjoyed by all!!
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Music

In October 2015 Coláiste De Lacy set up its first Ukulele group to great success and the group are
gearing up for their first performance this Christmas.
Learning the Ukulele is a fun approach to music and it can support the Listening, Performing and
Composing elements of the Music Curriculum at Second Level.
Practice is every Wednesday from 3.45pm to 4.45pm after school and new members are always
welcome!

Performing Arts
Following a very successful
performance at the end of
May 2015 the Performing Arts
group are back. Our students
are at the heart of what we
do and this group caters for
all of the talents in our school
community. We look forward
to entertaining you again
soon.
Performing Arts Group meets
and rehearses every Thursday
from 2.45pm until 3.45pm.
New members are always
welcome.
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Languages
On September 25th we celebrated European Day of Languages in the school. As part of this, students participated in a number of activities that helped them to learn about and appreciate other
languages. They discovered that many famous celebrities are multi-lingual, they found out that a
lot of English words we use come from other languages and they used special codes with their
iPads to locate countries and try to learn a few words in that language.
What students seemed to enjoy the most was other students in the class teaching them some
words and phrases from their native languages such as Lithuanian, Russian, Italian and Polish.
Students really embraced the variety of languages we have in our school and throughout the day
gained a great understanding for languages and language learning!

In conjunction with the Post Primary Languages Initiative, students were invited to enter a photography competition called "Wonderful Words". They had to submit a photo under the theme "love"
and write a short caption in any language except English. We had entries in Russian, Spanish and
Italian from Toma Zemliauskaite (2nd Year), Cathal Carney (1st Year) and Sophie Gioviale (1st
Year). The winners have yet to be announced but the PPLI was so impressed with the entries that
they sent prizes as special commendation!


šeimos pradžioje



Un dia de amor
verdadero



La spiag
gia è il mio posto
preferito



me gusta mucho
viajar
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Friendship Week
Over the course of a week in September our students
participated each day in activities that promoted friendship and team bonding and collaboration while also looking at the importance of Human Rights and Responsibilities in their daily interactions with each other.
Some of the fun activities the students participated in
were:

Creating a whole school ‘Friendship Tree’ with all
109 student fingerprints

Secret Friend and ‘Random Acts of Kindness’

Making friendship bracelets

A Friendship Karaoke Challenge

Creating a ‘Friendship Web’ by passing along a
string of yarn to a classmate while paying them a
compliment

Attending a Humour Fit Drama Production by Mike
O’Sullivan on the theme ad effects of bullying

Ag dul ar Coláiste De Lacy
Sliocht ó Victoria :
Dia duit, is mise Victoria agus tá mé ag freastal ar Coláiste De Lacy. Is meanscoil measctha í atá suite in
aice le Cumann Lúthchleas Gael Domhnach mór, Chill Dhéagláin. Is scoil nua, iontach í. Tá sí oscailte ar
faigh bliain agus sé mhí anuas. Tá tríocha naoi dalta ag freastal uirthi. Tosaíonn na ranganna ar a naoi a
chlog agus bíonn tionóil roimhe. Tá sé ábhar déag á dhéanamh agam i mbliana .
Oibrimid ar Ipad's anois agus faighim go bhfuil scoil níos éasca in ionad a lán leabhair a iompair i ngach
áit . Tá na háiseanna sa scoil an-mhaith , tá saotharlinn, seomraí ranga, seomra foirne, seomra adhmadóireachta , oifig, oifig an rúnaí, cistin agus halla. Réitíonn na múinteoirí agus na daltaí go maith le céile
agus bíonn t-atmaisféar an-cháirdúil inti. Bíonn rudaí saghas dead ag tharlú inti, chuamar go dtí Baile
Bhlánséir chun scannán a fheiceáil agus chuamar go dtí an Músaem Gaeilge na Ealaíne Nua-Aimseartha
agus chuamar chuig an Aviva chun Éire a fheiceáil ag imirt in aghaidh Meiriceá.
Tá éadaí scoile an-dheas againn, caithimid léine bán , bróga dúghorm, carbhat dearg, geansaí ghorm,
stocaí agus sciorta. Le haghaidh córpoideachas caithimid brístí dúghorm, geansaí dearg, t-léine dúghorm
agus bróga reatha . Rithimid chuig an club GAA chun córpoideachas a dhéanamh. Bíonn rud difriúil
againn gach terma. Tá foireann cispheile, peil, sacar agus lúthchleasach againn agus beag nach gach dalta páirteach leo.
Bíonn muid ag úsáid Gaeilge le chomársáid éasca a dhéanamh mar shampla Dialann, rang, frásaí beaga
leithéid gamh mo leithscéil, conas atá tú agus rudaí mar sin. Beidh foirgneamh go hiomláin nua tóghta
dúinn le páirc peile agus níos mó áiseanna go luath.
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Transition Programme for First Years
In order to help our new first years with their transition to post –primary school, the Coláiste
held a number of team building activities with students. Students also had lots of fun when they
went Zorbing.

St. Vincent de Paul Food Appeal

It’s difficult to turn on the news these days without hearing about the homeless crisis and so many
people living in severe poverty in our country. It is wonderful to see our students make such a
huge effort to collect non-perishable foods to include hampers.
Last Christmas, our small school community of just 39 collected 12 full hampers for this fantastic
Charity, and this year we have once again surpassed all our expectations.

On behalf of all those who helped with organising our SVP food hampers,
we thank you for your kindness and support in reaching out to those most
in need at this time.

Page 12

Nollaig 2015

Halloween
Although Friday the 13th is usually considered
scary for some it was Friday the 23rd of October where things got really spooky around
Coláiste de Lacy! Students and teachers were
transformed into a mix of mutants, monster,
zombies and cartoon characters to celebrate
the end of a great first term.
Over the course of the day students took part
in a range of traditional Halloween activities
where students even got to practice some of
their learning skills!!
Students got creative and resourceful in our
competition to create the ‘best Halloween costume’ out of basic household items and in their
attempts to make traditional toffee apples.
They persevered in their ‘bobbing for apples’
trials and in learning all the dance moves to
Michael Jackson’s ‘Thriller’. Finally had to use
their questioning and making links to solve the
schools very own ‘Murder Mystery’!!
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Halloween
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Equestrian
Interschools Competition held at Killossery
Lodge Stud.
Team:Katherine Duffy, Libby Duff and Katelyn
McMahon.

IRFU Coaching Programme
We were delighted to welcome IFRU and Ashbourne
Rugby Club coaches into our first and second year
physical education classes for five weeks at the beginning of the year.
Students loved getting to experience a new game and
getting to learn new skills.
Hopefully some students will join the
local Rugby club after getting to experience the sport.
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PE Activities

Athletics

Students of Coláiste de Lacy attended an Athletics Competition in Dunboyne in early December.
A great day was had by all and of the Under 14 boys - Jason Shanahan made the top 20 athletes.
Under 14 girls - Mozeedat Badru 5th, Libby Duff 11th, Leigha Hanniffy 17th, 4th place team
Under 15 boys - Gary Tuite 8th place Under 15 girls - Emma Bruton 4th, Niamh Boshell-Scanlon
and Alanna Moore top 20 athletes, Team 3rd place
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Ice Skating
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Ice Skating
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End of Term Awards Nollaig 2015
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End of Term Awards Nollaig 2015
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Historic Tree Planting

On the 10th of November 2015 a sod–turning ceremony took place on the campus of our new school.
The educational campus is currently one of the biggest investments in education nationally and will
also be home to Gaelscoil na Mí and Ashbourne Educate Together.
To commemorate the occasion a tree was also planted on the grounds of our current site and will be
moved up to the new site once the school is built.
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Go raibh míle maith agaibh!
A Massive Thank You to All Parents for your help and support this term.

Contact Details
Ms. J. Corrigan (Principal)
Mr. D. McCormack (Deputy Principal),
Coláiste De Lacy
Castle Street, Killegland, Ashbourne, Co Meath

