Nuachtlitir Choláiste De Lacy
Samhradh 2018

If RTÉ made a Reeling in the Years programme about the 2017-2018 academic year in Coláiste De Lacy, then it
would contain coverage/footage of the following:

The arrival of Máistir O’Higgins as Deputy Principal

Another year packed with extra-curricular activities, Scifest projects, Wellbeing Week, Seachtain Na
Gaeilge...etc.

The awarding of the first Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement certificates to students who completed their
Junior Cycle in June 2017

Storm Ophelia…...luckily only resulted in a flag pole slightly bent by the gale force winds

The Beast from the East…..parents and members of Ashbourne Fire Brigade digging a path on a cold Sunday
afternoon so that traffic can re-enter the campus

Two significant wins for Football in Coláiste De Lacy; The Oliver Coogan Memorial Shield and a Leinster
Final win

The commencement of Transition Year in CDL and the first TY Graduation Ceremony

Long queues and rationing of food as the school canteen opens…..especially on ’Treats’ days

The commencement of Jigsaw Meath Schools Programme in CDL

The commencement of the Solas Centre

Dr Harry Barry delivering an inspiring talk to parents/guardians about teenage resilience
The 2017-2018 academic year had many firsts! However, the support and co-operation that CDL receives from
parents/guardians is unwavering. Thank you, in particular, for your continued co-operation with the current
traffic/drop-off/collection arrangements. We hope that 2018-2019 will also bring many exciting developments;
including the commencement of Leaving Certificate year 1 and the construction of Phase 2 of the building.
Go raibh maith agaibh go léír.
Iníon Corrigan (Príomhoide)

Best Wishes to our 3rd year exam students from all the
staff of Coláiste De Lacy!
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Leinster Final Win for CDL Football Team
The Players Perspective
‘’It all started in Dunganny for the Meath Championship. We played 3 matches throughout the day.
Coláiste Na Mí was the opening game. We won easily and then beat two well established teams; Beaufort College, Navan and St. Olivers CC, Drogheda. We were yet to be challenged and progressed
through to the Leinster stages.
The Semi-Final was a big deal. It was only down the road in Donaghmore/Ashbourne GAA club. The
school news team were broadcasting our encounter with Banagher. It was a tight affair, but we pulled
through in the end with a decent bit to spare.
There was a big buzz around the school coming up to the final. This was the first Leinster Final for our
young school; a big achievement in itself. Winning would just be a plus. We got called down to the Halla. Iníon Corrigan and Máistir Brennan were waiting down there for us. Máistir joked and said the
match was off, only to his amusement. Then Iníon said that the match was on and announced that one
of the parents had kindly offered to get us all a Supermacs. We all cheered, then ordered and went
back to class waiting for the bus.

When we arrived for our gigantic task, we ran straight into the dressing room to put on our sacred
school jerseys. We ran out of the dressing room onto the sandy pitch of Dunganny to do our school
proud. We did our warm-up, getting the muscles ready for battle. We started our day with a win, our
captain Cathal won the coin toss. We would shoot down in the first half. There was a strong breeze, but
it was blowing in our favour. It was a tough affair, but we came out on the top at the halfway point,
with a goal from our captain Cathal.
We came back out for the second half, greeted by a big roar from our first year fans and the De News
team. The ball was thrown in, only a half an hour to go until one team was crowned Leinster champions. Would the shield stay in Meath or make a long journey back to Offaly? Ferbane started strong,
with a few good points, but our back line and goalie Rhys kept out any possible goals. It was close, until
our full forward, Tommy somehow managed to slide the ball under the Ferbane keeper. The momentum had shifted. What seemed like only seconds later the referee blew the final whistle. It was all over.
Coláiste De Lacy were the victors, the first Leinster Final the school had ever received. We all felt a huge
sense of pride when captain Cathal Lenehan lifted the shield high above his head, followed by a huge
roar by the supporters and the players.
We celebrated with the fans triumphantly then returned to the dressing room and prepared for our
Supermacs. As it came in a big roar came across the whole room. Everyone grabbed their food as quick
as lightning in fear it might get taken. Then Máistir announced that Dominion is man of the match. We
all said well done and got on the bus headed back home. The mood was brilliant and the music was
blaring.
The day after De News team interviewed a few players on their reaction to the match. It was all great
craic. Then on Friday all the clips from the match and interviews were shown. It was class.

Finally on behalf of the all players we would like to say thank you to the whole school, but most especially Máistir Brennan and Máistir McGuinness for training and guiding us throughout the year. Lets
hope for even better next year’’.
Written by Rhys Thomas and Tommy White (first year)
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Do you own a local
business or service?
Do you know anyone who
owns a local business or
service?

If you can potentially offer a Transition
Year student a work experience placement
for one week, then please contact the
school at colaistedelacy@lmetb.ie.
Go raibh mile maith agaibh from the PTA.

Reminder re. No Photo Consent
Dear parent/guardian,
In CDL, we respect your choice to either consent to or not give your consent to have your
child’s photo taken in school. However, sometimes students are not aware of the wishes of
their parents/guardians regarding photo consent and accidentally remain in photos e.g.
teams, awards ceremonies...etc. This usually means that the photo can’t be used.
We respectfully request that you inform your son/daughter regarding your wishes so that
they know whether to stand out of photos or not. This would be of great assistance to the school in preventing
the accidental use of a photo/image without consent.
Many thanks for your assistance.
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First Year Reflections

Here are some comments made by students at the end of their first year in CDL (May 2018)


"I enjoyed the new school experience and making new friends"



"I enjoyed getting to meet loads of new people"



"I enjoyed meeting new people and Religion, English and P.E class this year."



"First year was good,. It's not as much of a change as you think"



"I had a great year in Coláiste De Lacy"



"1st year was good. I enjoyed most of my classes. I liked all of the teachers and I had a good
year."



"It was great fun and not what I expected"



"In 1st year, I learned what it means to be here as a student and had a great time in doing so"



"Winning the Leinster Final was my favourite part of 1st year"

My First Year
I was a bit nervous on the first day. I was hoping I wouldn’t do anything wrong or step out of line
‘Just keep the head down’ I thought. I was lucky I found my friends quickly.
As weeks went on I settled in even better especially when the football started. I had finally found my
place.
Going to and from classes was quite easy. All I had to do was work hard and I would get what was
deserved.
So it wasn’t that hard. Just try your best and it will be easy.
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First Year Reflections

Reflection on 1st Year
This year has been one of the best years of my life. At the start of the year I was nervous coming
into a new place, with new people, but now it’s just normal procedure. I’ve made loads of new
friends and tried lots of new things that have really taken me out of my comfort zone, some of
which I really enjoyed. I really like the taster programme and working with the iPads.
The start of the year was challenging, figuring out where to go, what to bring, if you have homework, etc. but by the time Halloween came around it was normal. The Halloween and Christmas
decorations were really cool, way better than in Primary. I really enjoyed the no bad notes rewards
at Christmas and Easter.
I really enjoy classes where we make use our iPads to make iMovies and I love practical classes like
Science or Music where we get to do hands on stuff.
When I started here I was really nervous, especially around new people but I feel like coming to
Coláiste De Lacy helped me grow as a person. I am now more confident around people and I enjoy
trying new things instead of worrying about what other people will say.
This year has been really fun and I have made loads of new friends and memories. I wish I had
known how easy the transition from Primary to Secondary was before I came here and that there is
nothing to worry about. Just grab every opportunity with both hands and try everything, you never
know you might surprise yourself, I know I did. I can’t wait to see what’s in store for next year.

My First Year
My first year in Coláiste De Lacy has been great. It has had its ups and downs. I got stressed over
my Christmas and Summer exams because it was probably the first time I studied for a test. But
there was a bright side too that I got to go to a quite a few extra curricular activities like when I
went to the U14 soccer Blitz. We may not have won the blitz but we had such a good time. We also
won a GAA Final. I’ve met new people and made new friends and enjoyed hanging around with
them during lunch. I especially enjoyed the cafeteria. Those doughnuts on a Friday were lovely and
I loved getting one. I’m looking forward to what next year will bring.
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Junk Kouture 2018
TY students, Onóra Finn, Jiawen McCabe and Tara Ferguson were
successful in reaching the Junk Kouture Regional Final in The Helix in
January. The following is a reflection from the students on their experiences of taking part in the Textiles, Fashion and Design Module.
“This is our design, Scarlette Blue. We entered this design into the
Bank Of Ireland’s Annual Junk Kouture Competition. It is a competition which involves taking materials which no longer can be used for
their original purpose and transforming them into a piece of art in
the form of an outfit you can wear. We were inspired by everything
surrounding us, like empty crisp packets and old newspaper, so we
decided to go with the crisp packets as our main material. In the process of producing this outfit, we spent weeks planning out the design
and distributing roles amongst us, which worked quite well. We improved on our skills to collaborate and communicate with each other
throughout this period of time. When we found out that we were
chosen by the judges to go through to the regional finals, we all
cheered and were very pleased. It turned out that our design was the
only design that got through in Ashbourne, and one of the very few
from Meath. We enjoyed every minute of our experience answering
judges questions, preforming on stage and seeing other designs from
all around the country. Junk Kouture has given us so many opportunities and we enjoyed every moment of the process, and we are very
lucky to be part of this, and to be given the chance to enter in our
school Coláiste De Lacy”.
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World Wise Global Schools in CDL
Development Education was promoted in the school throughout the year
to encourage students to better understand the word we live in and take
action to change as informed global citizens. Students became involved in
Development Education through Junior and Senior Debating, while TY
students led a number of projects throughout the year. It encouraged
students to develop their knowledge, skills and values to act ethically and
sustainably in a world that is complex and interconnected. As a result of
the projects and extracurricular activities students were involved in,
Coláiste De Lacy received a Citizen’s Passport Award for emerging
engagement from The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. This was
awarded to the school by Irish Aid at the WWGS Annual Conference in
Galway. As a result, the students of Coláiste De Lacy have their sights set
on the Diplomatic Passport – for established engagement with Development Education.
Below are samples of students projects, where they illustrated human rights they researched
through poetry, songs, paintings, print media and drawings.
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Home Economics (2nd Year)
Textiles, Fashion and Design in Home Economics.
The Second Year Home Economics Students had a busy term planning, designing and creating
their Junior Certificate Wall hanging craft projects. These projects contribute to 15% of their
Home Economics Junior Certificate exam. Each student had the opportunity to design their own
wall hanging based on their interests. Once they gained the skills of the various embroidery
stitches they began creating their own work of textile art. The visiting inspector commented on
the creativity of students and textile and craft displayed in their finished projects. Well done to
all the students on the completion of this work.
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Home Economics (3rd Year)
The Third Year Home Economics Students demonstrated their wonderful planning, preparing
and culinary skills as they completed their culinary exam in April 2018. The exam required students to individually plan and cook a two course meal suitable for special occasions or diets. The
finished products were tasted by the visiting examiner who complimented the students on their
achievements. This exam prepares students for their Junior Certificate Home Economics Exam as
it is worth 35% of their overall grade.
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French
French classes have had a busy term with
end of year projects and summer examinations. We recently held our annual French
breakfast for 1st and 2nd year classes.
On a mangé des croissants, des raisins et du
pain au chocolat. On a bu du jus d'orange.
C'était agréable! S
tudents studied two popular French films
"Les Choristes" and "Le petit Nicolas" during this term also.
Bonnes vacances à tous!

CDL Debating
The Junior and Senior Debating club were active this term. The Junior Debating Team took part in
a school debating league. Here they debated a number of issues linking with Development Education, such as poverty, education, human rights, animal rights, justice and war. The Senior Debating
team prepared these students for each debate and took roles in judging and being chair persons at
the debate meetings. This league allowed students to prepare for upcoming debates in Autumn of
2018 while developing research, collaboration and questioning learning habits.
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Bhí Seachtain na Gaeilge ar siúl i gColáiste De Lacy i mí Mhárta. I rith na seachtaine seo, thárla a lán
gníomhaíochtaí éagsúla. Ghlac na daltaí páirt i gcomórtas labhartha don seachtain go léir. Bhí
Comórtas Litrithe agus Comórtas Póstaer ar siúl. Comhghairdeas do na buaiteoirí. Chomh maith leis
sin, bhí Tráth na gCeist ar siúl idir na clainne agus bhuaigh Clann Thornton le scór iontach. Ar an
Aoine, thárla Céilí Mór sa halla, bhain na daltaí agus na múinteoirí taitneamh as an gCéilí. Bhí banna
ceoil iontach againn freisin. Bhí an-chraic agus an-spraoi ag gach duine. Táimid bródúil as na daltaí
agus a n-iarrachtaí i rith na seachtaine seo. Bain sult as na grianghraif!
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Multicultural Day 2018
During the final week of term, Coláiste De
Lacy held it’s second ever Multicultural
day. The day began with a procession of
flags of the eleven countries being represented. Students paraded through Tionól
to the music of the national anthem, waving their flag and addressing their peers in
the language of that country. This was
followed by a hotly contested dance off
between Ireland and Nigeria. While the
Irish certainly had fire in their feet, the
students representing Nigeria stole the
show with their energy and commitment
to the dance. Rose, Osé and Sarah rocked
the halla with traditional Nigerian dance
moves.
Later that morning, a workshop/language
lab took place where groups showcased
information, traditional clothing and other items from their countries to the rest
of the school. The atmosphere in the
room was fantastic, with all students really enjoying discovering new information
about the various cultures and languages.
Even a few members of staff participated
in some dancing!
Next up was Master Chef (see over), with
students cooking up some delicious food.
With crepes, strawberry gateaux, chicken,
rice, soup, deep fried green beans,
frittata, coddle and cup cakes all laid out
for staff to sample and vote on. Staff
were definitely full for the afternoon!
To round off the day, there was a further
performance by the dancers.
Through the hard work of all the students
and teachers involved, our second Multicultural Day was another great success!
CDL students demonstrated great respect
for and curiosity about other countries
and cultures. They embrace diversity and
represent everything that is good about
Ireland today.
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Multicultural Day 2018
Multicultural Day in the Home Economics Room
As part of Multicultural Day, the students representing different countries took part in a Multicultural Master Chef. This saw a range of starters, main courses and desserts from countries all
over the globe being prepared, cooked and
served for the staff in Coláiste De Lacy to evaluate the sensory aspects of the dishes. Students
shared their experiences cooking the different
dishes, providing different tastes and culinary
tips.
Well done to Laura and Andre (representing Portugal) who won the Multicultural Master Chef
competition.
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Spanish
Spanish has been full of activity the past few weeks! First years were
learning the countries in Spanish and so, to coincide with the Eurovision
competition, we had a mini-Eurovision of our own. Students paired up
to sing some classic Eurovision songs, with other students representing
the other countries of Europe. In this way, students practiced the words
they were learning, along with numbers when giving points, all the while
having fun. Meanwhile, second year students created a video of
“Nuestro Colegio – Our School”. Using the iPad’s iMovie app, we pieced
together a video of students giving a tour of the class rooms and facilities in the entire school. All students got involved and showed off how
their ability to speak Spanish is improving all the time!

Sign Language
After 3 years of learning Spanish and French, TY’s undertook a 5 week module on a different kind
of communication – Irish Sign Language. The students learnt how to sign basic phrases in the sign
language that is used in Ireland, including the alphabet, greetings, family, clothes, school, food
and some general question words and phrases. Discussions about the deaf community and the
differences in communication were also incorporated into the module, which helped the students
to be aware of the world around them and see
what life is like from a different person’s perspective – putting themselves in someone else’s shoes!
Each student really absorbed themselves in this
module, picking up the skills of I.S.L very quickly.
They had great fun learning Irish Sign Language
and you never know when having this form of
communication might come in useful!
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Camogie
Camogie in CDL continued to advance after Christmas.
Students trained every Friday afterschool and with the
help of Martin Lynch (GPO) the girls all made progress.
Four first year students joined our ranks and attended
training every week. They quickly progressed and participated in the North Leinster Novice schools blitz where
they held their own against students two years older
than them. At this blitz the girls had a great win over
Ashbourne Community School. This was a special
victory as the ACS team comprised of a team of experienced players who play with a club. They then lost out
narrowly to Boyne CS of Trim and St. Vincent's of
Dundalk.
The first and second years also took part in the Meath
super 7’s juvenile blitz which saw them reach their first
ever final losing out a strong Loreto Navan outfit.
Camogie in CDL has had both a great and challenging
years. Students were asked to play in all leagues against students of all ages and they did so without complaint. The girls persevered with training and this bore fruition against less prepared but
more established teams towards the latter end of the season.
Pictured above is Leah Butler taking a free against ACS.

De News (Junior Production Team)
‘’Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country’’ (John F. Kennedy)
With TY students on work experience and a Leinster Semi-Final to be reported, some 1st and 2nd
year students stood up and asked what they could do for their school! Iníon O’Brien was delighted with the offer of assistance and quickly formed De News Junior Team.
The team only had a week to prepare for the Leinster Semi-final but they got stuck in and faced
the challenge head on. ‘’Going into the match we were not sure what to expect. There where a lot
of difficulties and confusion over who was to be doing what. It all
went really good and when it was shown on Friday everybody
loved it and we were so relieved that we had it edited on time’’
recalled Tom and Michéal.
The team did such a great job that the school also asked them to
report on the Leinster Final. Following that, they produced a very
entertaining end of year episode for the students in which Iníon
Corrigan and Máistir O’Higgins went head to head in a quiz and
Iníon Daly took ‘’dizzy penalties’’ with Fionn Tormey to determine
bragging rights over Cavan V Dublin football. Cavan won!
Well done to all involved for your effort, hard work and creativity!
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Coláiste De Lacy
Students in first, second and third year participated in
a dance module as part of their PE curriculum. The key
objective for the six weeks was to trigger the student’s
creativity and to push a lot of the students out of their
comfort zones. The groups worked hard on their
choreography for five weeks using their IPad's to
analyse their routines in order to improve them.
Pupils then had to perform their dance in front of
guest teacher judges in the finale.
Well done to all involved.
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2nd Year P.E. Trip to Tanagh
On a warm May morning a second year group left CDL at
8am to attend Tanagh Adventure Centre Co. Monaghan.
The Physical Education Curriculum for Junior Cycle
students includes a number of areas of study representative of practical activities. One of the seven activities
include ADVENTURE ACTIVITIES.
Students had a busy day and participated in canoeing,
low ropes, team challenges before bracing the beastly
bog walk. Both students and staff had a very enjoyable
day with many students really pushing themselves to try
all activities.

Student Refection's

“I enjoyed my time at Tanagh. My favourite activity was the
canoeing and jumping off. I thought the slide was good fun
as well. Overall I had a great day.”
‘’The bog smelled like cow poo! After the bog we got power
hosed, showered and changed into fresh clothes for the long
bus journey home’’
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Athletics
'Exciting day at NE Leinster track and field athletics!'
Coláiste De Lacy represented their school well in Santry with 22 students taking part in a range of
events in the North Leinster championships. First years Kacey McGrane and Dominion Abagha
both won their heats and came fourth in the 100m finals. Emils Jakubsons never participated in a
high jump before the day and miraculously came 5th out of 30 participants. The first year boys
relay team stormed home in their heats and were pipped on the line to come fourth in the final.
However the day belonged to Ella Barry who won gold in the minor girls 100m hurdle and she
also won bronze in the minor girls Long Jump. Well done to all participants on a great day.
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Basketball
'Basketball Semi Final for CDL'
Coláiste De Lacy second year boys reached the semi-final of the North East basketball league.
They overcame strong opposition in the competition including Ratoath College, Athboy Community School, Coláiste Pobail Rath Chairn and O'Carolan College Nobber. The boys were very unlucky
to lose to a very experienced Ballymakenny side who went on to win the competition. Well done
to all players and teams in the school who trained all year no matter what the weather conditions. Keep up the good work.

Well done to the Junior girls basketball team who reached the North-East semi final. The girls
worked hard as always and represented the school very well at each match. A special mention to
the Minor girls team and U16 girls team who also put in a great effort in their league matches. It
was an enjoyable year!
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End of Year Awards 2018
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Awards
November
EndCeremony
of Year28th
Awards
2018 2014
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Nuachtlitir Choláiste De Lacy

Transition Year

CDL introduced Transition Year this academic year. The TY programme consisted of scheduled lessons (see over), three
blocks of work experience, a residential trip to Delphi Adventure Resort and a variety of other learning experiences
throughout the year. Some student reflections on the year are listed below:

Transition Years took part in a Dance module this year between Christmas and Easter. Both groups
participated very well in the module. The styles of dance included Zumba, Jive and Hip-Hop. It was a
bit of fun and a great
form of exercise on a
Tuesday morning. Well
done to the students on
trying
something
new!
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Transition Year

Core Subjects for TY
Gaeilge
English
Mathematics
Science
History
Geography
French/Spanish
Physical Education
SPHE

TY Modules included:
Music
Junk Kouture
Computer Science
Developmental Education
Construction Studies
Robotics
Cookery School
Design & Communications Graphics
Learning to Learn
Social Education (Friends of the Elderly Project, Carol
Singing in Ratoath Nursing Home, Coffee Morning…etc.)
Enterprise Education (Bake Sale, Craft Fair)

Other TY Learning Experiences included (list is not exhaustive):
Visiting Speakers e.g. Paul Caffrey, BreastCheck, Holocaust Education Trust Ireland,
ShoutOut LGBTQi+, Nivea Ireland Brand manager, DELL Ireland, various colleges
and universities…etc.
PALS (Positive & Assertive Life Skills) Programme
Road Safety Workshop
Leinster Driving School
Kairos Communications (media workshops)
GAA Leadership & Coaching Programme
Bank of Ireland- School Bank
‘’De News’’ – school news channel
Young Scientist Exhibition
‘’Really Rubbish Film Festival’’ Competition
Trips to Newgrange, Croke Park, Glasnevin Cemetery, Microsoft…etc.
SVDP Hamper Collections
Drum Workshop, Zumba, Dance Workshops, Sign Language Workshops, Poetry
Workshop, Forensic Science Workshop, Concern Workshop
First Aid Course
Law Course and Mock Trials
Microsoft Dreamspace & Apps for Gaps Competition
Friends of the Elderly Workshop and Project
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Nuachtlitir Choláiste De Lacy

Transition Year Memories
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Transition Year Memories
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Transition Year Graduation
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Transition Year Graduation
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Transition Year Graduation
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Transition Year Graduation

Thank you to the TY Class of 2017-2018 for
such a great year!
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Ár nÉide Scoile (School Uniform)
Coláiste De Lacy is very proud of its students and the new school uniform which clearly identifies
and distinguishes them. Our school uniform is a huge part of our school!
Please read our Uniform Code very carefully (see www.colaistedelacy.ie)
All students must wear the full school uniform to and from school every day. Uniforms will be
checked at Tionól (assembly)/Clann Time each morning. Below is the current school uniform for
Coláiste De Lacy which is compulsory for all students attending our school:
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Ár nÉide Scoile (School Uniform)
School Footwear
Please check the following pictures of shoes that will or will not be allowed to be worn with the
Coláiste De Lacy uniform. Parents/guardians are advised to check with the school (text 0864102507) if they are unsure BEFORE purchasing any footwear.
The following types of shoes are permitted to be worn by students:

Navy ‘Dubarry’ style deck shoes or plain black leather shoes

The following types of shoes are NOT permitted to be worn by students:

The above list of shoes is not exhaustive. Please contact the school if you
are unsure before purchasing footwear.
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Nuachtlitir

Ár nÉide Scoile (School Uniform)
The following are not allowed in accordance 
False Eyelashes
with the School Uniform Policy:

Non-uniform items e.g. jackets

Fake tan

Make up
The above list is not exhaustive. Please read

Shaved heads
the full School Uniform Policy on

Tattoos
www.colaistedelacy.ie

Facial Piercings

Suppliers of the official School Uniform:
Replacement items can be purchased from
Kaideen & Co Ltd (www.schooluniformsdirect.ie)
(059-6481241) (info@schooluniformsdirect.ie)
throughout the year.

Alternative brands to Dubarry are allowed provided that they are
very similar in style. ‘Dubarry’ are simply cited as an example of the
style of shoe.
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‘Medicines Policy’ for LMETB Schools
LMETB has introduced a new ‘Policy and Procedure for the Administration of Medicines in Louth
and Meath ETB Schools and Centres’. A copy of this policy has been uploaded onto our schools
website and hard copies are available on request from the oifig of Coláiste De Lacy.
Some of the key points of the new policy are outlined below:

Non-prescription/over-the-counter medications are not
permitted in schools and will be confiscated for secure retention
and disposal by parents/guardians who will be contacted

Prescription medication can only be stored/administered in the
school following the submission of the written authority of the
parents/guardians to the Principal. A number of forms must be
completed and so parents/guardians should contact the Coláiste
before school commences in August to complete these forms
prior to the commencement of the school term

Parents/guardians will be asked to provide ‘written confirmation
from a medical practitioner that the medication is such that a
non-medical person may administer/supervise administration ,
together with confirmation of the medical dose and
circumstances when it should be given’. This needs to be provided to the school with all new
prescriptions (every six months)

‘It is the responsibility of the Parents/Guardians to ensure that an adequate supply of
medication is in stock, and it has not passed its expiry date’

Parents/Guardians will be informed when medication is administered to treat an emergency
and in the case where ‘consensual self-administration is routine’

In certain circumstances, it may be appropriate for an older student to retain medication in
their possession and take responsibility for it e.g. an older student would normally carry and
use their own inhaler. A written authority to the Principal together with the necessary
documentation is still required, however, the school will not maintain a record of the
medication and will have no involvement in respect thereof and cannot account for loss or
misuse thereof.
Please contact the Coláiste in August (before school commences) so that the necessary
arrangements can be in place before the students return.
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An Lá Scoile (School Day)
Students should attend school everyday and be on time for all classes. Absences seriously affect
student progress and can affect the learning of other students who are present.
Students should arrive at school every morning at 8:30 am in order to organise themselves and to
be on time for Tionól (Assembly) at 8:45am. On arrival at school, students should go to their
lockers and organise their iPad, books, copies….etc. for periods 1 & 2. At break time, they should
organise themselves for period 3 & 4. At lunchtime, they should organise themselves for period 5
& 6. This means that students do not need to carry everything in their school bags at once.
What to do if late/absent/need to sign out?


Students who are late for school must sign in at the oifig (school office). Parents/guardians
should complete a ’Late Note’ at the back of the dialann; explaining why the student is unavoidably late. Students who are late must wait at the oifig until Tionól (Assembly) is over.



If a student must miss a school day due to unavoidable circumstances, then parents/
guardians must fill in the ’Letter re Absence’ form which is found in the notaí section at the
back of the school dialann (journal). On completing this form, parents/guardians must
include a reason for the absence. The student should show this note to their Caomhnóir
(tutor) before tionól (assembly) on the morning that they return to school.



If it is absolutely necessary for a student to leave the school during the day, for example; if a
student has a medical appointment, must attend a funeral...etc., then the parent/guardian
should fill out the ‘Permission to Leave School’ form in the notaí section at the back of the
dialann. The ‘Permission to Leave School’ form must be fully completed, including the name
of the person who is collecting the student. This person must come into the oifig to sign the
student out.

Important Notes:
Please note that the school is legally obliged to return all student absences and reasons for the
absences to the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB). Students should not miss school
time due to family holidays.
Students must present at the oifig if they feel unwell. Students must not use their own mobile
phones to contact parents. The Coláiste will make contact on their behalf if necessary.
Students are not permitted to leave the school grounds during the day, e.g. at lunchtime.
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An Lá Scoile (School Day)

Check out www.buseireann.ie for
all school transport queries
including details on when buses
will actually commence their
routes in August 2018.
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Féilire Scoile (DRAFT School Calendar) 2018-2019
Date

Details

Monday 20th August 2018

LMETB Staff Induction

st

Tuesday 21 August

CDL Induction for new staff

nd

Wednesday 22 August 2018

Whole Staff Training and Induction

rd

Thursday 23 August 2018
Friday 31st August 2018

School Opens (parents will be notified of the exact dates/times for each year group in August)
Deployment of iPads for first years

Friday 21st September 2018

HSE Vaccinations for 1st Year Boys & Girls

Friday 28th September 2018

Staff training day. School closed for students.

Monday 1st October 2018

Staff training day. School closed for students.

th

Wednesday 10 October 2018
th

Staff training day. School closed for students.

th

Monday 15 – Friday 19 October 2018
th

nd

Week 1 of TY Work Experience

Monday 29 October – Friday 2 November
2018
Monday 5th November 2018

Autumn Mid-term Break

Friday 21st December 2018

School closes (1/2 day) for Christmas Holidays

Monday 7th January 2019

School re-opens

Thursday 31st January 2019

JCT day. School closed for students.

Monday 21st – Friday 25th January 2019

Week 2 of TY Work Experience

Monday 18th – Friday 22nd February 2019

Spring Midterm Break

Monday 18th March 2019

Closed (National Holiday for St Patrick’s Day)

Tuesday 19th March 2019

JCT Cluster Day. School closed for students.

Monday 28th March 2019

Day 2 HSE Vaccinations for 1st Year students

Monday 1st – Friday 5th April 2019

Week 3 of TY Work Experience

Monday 15th – Friday 26th April 2019
Monday 29th April 2019

Easter Holidays (Friday 12th April is a normal
school day)
School re-opens

Monday 6th May 2019

Bank Holiday (School closed)

st

Friday 31 May 2019
th

Wednesday 5 June 2019

School re-opens

School finishes (1/2 day) for summer holidays
State Exams begin

The school calendar will be updates on www.colaistedelacy.ie throughout the year.
Please check the website regularly.
A further draft will be printed in the student dialann (journal).
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Féilire Scoile (DRAFT School Calendar) 2018-2019
The following dates/events have yet to be added to the school calendar:

Parent/Teacher meetings (for each individual year group)

Sports Day

Mock Exams for 3rd years

Parents Session regarding Settling into First Year and iPads

Other information evenings

Information Evening regarding Enrolment 2019

Formal school exams e.g. mock exams, practical exams, summer exams
This list is not exhaustive and may be amended in accordance with DES guidelines.

Office Opening Hours for Summer

Please note that the school office will close
for summer holidays at the end of June.
The office will reopen on Tuesday 7th August
2018.
August Opening Hours:
Mon—Fri (9:30—14:30)
The office will close for lunch/breaks.
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iPads for 1st Year Students (2018-2019)
The tender to supply the iPads (with a managed service) to the LMETB schools has been awarded to
‘Wriggle’ for 2018-2019. Wriggle will therefore sell the iPads to parents and provide the managed
service for the school (monitoring and maintenance of iPads). Students can no longer bring their
own iPad to school.
Every iPad must be part of the managed service.
All iPads must be protected by a heavy duty case and be insured each year. The iPads are purchased
online through the Wriggle store (https://store.wriggle.ie/colaiste-de-lacy). If the link is not working,
then please contact Wriggle directly (www.wriggle.ie).
All IPads will be delivered to the school on Friday 31st August 2018 (further details to follow).
Wriggle have provided an information sheet which was part of the induction pack distributed to
parents/guardians at our Clár Fáilte evening in April. Please read this information sheet carefully. It
outlines all costs and procedures for ordering. If you cannot access the internet, then please feel
free to contact Wriggle and they will assist you with the online ordering process (01-5009060).
Please note that Wriggle apply a late fee of fifty euros for iPads ordered after the online store has
closed. The online store for Coláiste De Lacy will close on 20th July 2018. The Wriggle Access Code
for Coláiste De Lacy is 55780506.

If the Credit Union are providing a loan for the iPad, then please get a cheque for the correct
amount made payable to ’Wriggle’ and send it directly to them.
A meeting will be held with parents during the first term to go thorough the School iPad Policy and
to provide support and information for parents/guardians. Feedback from last years meeting was
very positive and parents reported that they found it very useful. Parents/guardians will be asked to
bring their son/daughters iPad to that meeting. Further details to follow in September.
All students must fully comply with the schools Acceptable Usage Policy and iPad policy.
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iPads for 1st Year Students (2018-2019)
Item

Cost (incl. VAT)

iPad

€354 (32GB)

Heavy Duty Case* (recommended)

€45 approx.

Wriggle Services & Support:

iPad Configuration

Deployment Workshop

Mobile Device Management

€99

Total

€498 (32GB)
* A case must be purchased by everyone

All 2nd year, 3rd year, 5th year & TY students must renew their
iPad insurance.
Optional insurance offers available at www.wriggle.ie/insurance.
Alternatively acquire insurance from another provider.

Senior Cycle (5th Yr. & TY) iPads 2018-19
After three year students must renew their
Managed Service &Support agreement.
The original agreement expired at the end of 3rd year.
All iPads must be part of the managed service.
The cost of the Managed Service & Support agreement (for a further 3
years) is 36 euros. Please renew on www.wriggle.ie and enter the code

55780506
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Twilight Agreement for Mental Health

Please remember that all devices
(phones, laptops, iPads, tablets...etc)
should be handed to parents/guardians
before bedtime!
Bedrooms should be screen free zones!!!
Facebook, Snapchat, Messenger ...etc
are not allowed on school iPads.
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Digital Citizenship
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1st Year School Fees
Item

Cost (incl VAT)

Learning resources (including School €199
Book Rental, photocopying, newslet- (- €160 already paid on enrolment
ters & associated publica= €39)
tions/consumables, buses to sporting
& curricular events….etc.)
Dialann (school journal)

€15

Lock

€8

Student Insurance

€8

Total Balance Remaining

€70

LMETB are currently considering a new method of
payment for school fees.
Payment details and instructions for
parents/guardians will be communicated in early
August.

If you are borrowing from the Credit Union for the iPad, then, you will
need to ask the Credit Union for a cheque made payable to Wriggle.

Important Note:
The enrolment deposit and fees will be revised on an annual basis.
Don’t forget to insure your iPad as well.
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Well you don’t
have to get any
‘books’ because the
school gets those
as part of Book
Rental!
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School Fees for 2nd, 3rd & 5th Year Students
Item

Cost (incl
VAT)

Learning resources (including School Book Rental, photocop- €199
ying, newsletters & associated publications/consumables,
buses to sporting & curricular events….etc.)
Dialann (school journal)

€15

Student Insurance

€8

Total Balance

€222

LMETB are currently considering a new method of
payment for school fees.
Payment details and instructions for
parents/guardians will be communicated in early
August.

If you are borrowing from the Credit Union for the iPad, then, you will need
to ask the Credit Union for a cheque made payable to Wriggle.

Important Notes:
School fees will be revised on an annual basis.
Don’t forget to renew your iPad insurance.

Cost of replacement lock= €8
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2nd, 3rd & 5th Yr Students
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Transition Year School Fees (Provisional)
Item

Cost (incl
VAT)

Learning resources (including photocopying, learning resources, learning excursions & fieldtrips...etc.
Fees do not include foreign/European trip.

€246.45

Residential Trip to Delphi Adventure Centre (subsidised)

€175

Dialann (school journal)

€15

Student Insurance

€8

Total Balance

€444.45

LMETB are currently considering a new method of
payment for school fees.
Payment details and instructions for
parents/guardians will be communicated in early
August.
If you are borrowing from the Credit Union for the iPad, then, you will need
to ask the Credit Union for a cheque made payable to Wriggle.

Important Notes:
School fees will be revised on an annual basis.
Don’t forget to renew your iPad insurance.
Don’t forget to renew your 3 year Managed Service for the iPad (go
to www.wriggle.ie and enter code 55780506)

DON’T FORGET TO ORGANISE YOUR TY WORK EXPERIENCE!
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What is BLP?
Building learning Power is a way of helping students to learn and to develop their
intelligence. Everything about our school; all of our structures, policies and practices,
are informed by Building Learning Power. There are essentially two dimensions to BLP:
the philosophy bit and the science bit!
BLP Philosophy:
The philosophy is based on a belief that intelligence is not fixed and that it can be
developed by nurturing a growth mindset in students. Carol Dweck has done a huge
amount of research into the positive effects of growth mindset in students. Check
out www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN34FNbOKXc for a short Youtube clip that
summarises some of Carol Dweck’s research and the effect of growth mindset versus
fixed mindset.
BLP Science:
There have been huge advances in neurological science with the development of
technologies that allow us to better understand how the
brain works. In simple terms, the brain is like any other
organ in the human body, comprised of muscles/tissues/cells. Just like any other organ, the brain
needs to be exercised in order to stay strong and
healthy. In Enrichment lessons with first years, we learn
that about the different parts of the brain that control
different learning skills/habits and attitudes (see diagram on next page, diagram is not anatomically correct,
for explanations purposes only). BLP lessons exercise the
parts of the brain that help us to learn and thus become
smarter.
BLP in Coláiste De Lacy
BLP helps students to ‘learn how to learn’. It completely supports the development of
the JCSA Key Skills. As a school, we talk about learning and use words to describe
how to learn. We have a shared vocabulary as a school community to discuss learning.
We also talk about Growth Mindset and how to listen to our Growth Mindset voices.
We expect students to take responsibility for their own learning and behaviour and
to reflect and improve where necessary.
First year students also have a lesson per week called Enrichment where students
learn about BLP and exercise the various parts of their brains through engaging
activities. Teachers plan their lessons with BLP learning habits in mind and orchestrate their lessons to challenge students. BLP helps students when they are ‘stuck’ in
their learning and aims to help them enjoy learning. Everyone (students & staff) in
Coláiste De Lacy is learning all of the time (ag foghlaim le chéile) and we will help each
other learn through BLP.
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Growth Mindset Vs
Fixed Mindset
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Practical Tips for Learners & Parents

School Lunches
The canteen will operate again in 2018-2019, however, we are unsure of the
date of recommencement.
Students should bring a healthy, packed lunch and a drink with them as they
are not allowed to leave the school grounds at any stage during the school day!
Fizzy drinks, popcorn and crisps are not allowed.
The school does not have separate cleaning staff and so students will have to
assist in keeping the school clean and tidy.

Just Bin it!

Enrolment for 2019-2020 in
Coláiste De Lacy
will take place during Term 1!
Further details to follow.

Contact Details
Coláiste De Lacy
Ashbourne Education Campus, Ashbourne, Co Meath.

Email: colaistedelacy@lmetb.ie
Phone: 01-5241075/086-4102507

