Nuachtlitir Choláiste De Lacy
Samhradh 2019

Dear parent/guardian,
As you are aware, Coláiste De Lacy is one of 22 schools built by Western Building Systems
that have precautionary measures in place since last October 2018. For our school, the
precautionary measures include an exclusion zone around the outside of building with
scaffolding and fencing. A number of investigative works have taken place since last October
and the Department of Education & Skills (DES) are currently working on a remediation plan that
will be implemented during the summer months. At present, the remediation works are planned to
proceed this summer.
Consequently, Coláiste De Lacy (and the other two primary schools on campus), has to be handed back to
the DES and the nominated contractors immediately after the state exams conclude. There will be NO
disruption to state exams for our Junior Cycle students! At present, we are expected to have vacated the
building by 19th June 2019. On that date, we will hand the keys back to the DES and allow the contractors
onto site. The whole campus will become an official building site, with access restricted only to the DES and
their contractors. Neither the school staff nor public will have access to the campus. We have been informed that
security will be placed at the gates and that only approved personnel will have access. As you can imagine, this
places an added pressure on the school to relocate files, chemicals, projects, resources…etc. to secure locations off
site.
This means that the office will be completely closed from 18 th June for summer holidays. The school leadership
team, Learning Support Co-ordinator, Solas Centre Co-ordinator, secretary and caretaker will work off site for the
summer. Therefore, if any parent/guardian wishes to request a meeting in advance of the commencement of the
Academic Year 2019-2020, then they should contact the office without delay to see if we can arrange an appointment before 18th June 2019. We will arrange routine appointments with parents/guardians regarding Medications
when we return in August.
With regards to the return schedule, the DES have yet to confirm the exact date but we are hoping to reopen for
the Academic Year 2019-2020 during the week of 27th August 2019. We have a meeting with the DES on 11 th June
2019 and so we hope to have further clarification then. We will update the school website with information when
we know exact dates. Please find included in the newsletter a Provisional Calendar for next year. This is subject to
change. Please keep an eye on the school website in August for updates.
May we take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and understanding. We will get the building
sorted and it will be business as usual in the Autumn!
Kind regards,
Iníon Corrigan (Principal) & Máístir O’Higgins (Deputy Principal)

Best Wishes to our 3rd
year exam students
from all the staff of
Coláiste De Lacy!
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Coláiste De Lacy Communication with our Stakeholders
Email: Our office email colaistedelacy@lmetb. ie is a simple and direct means of
seeking clarification, looking for points of information or passing on student information to us.
Website: Our website www. colaistedelacy. ie is our main platform for disseminating information with the wider school community. It contains links to all our archived
newsletters, school policies, our curriculum, enrolment information, supports for
Junior Cert Students and their parents, important links to our online payment system,
our calendar for the year, and even News flashes! There are also feeds embedded on
our landing page from our school blog and our twitter.
Text service: Coláiste De Lacy also sends text alerts to parents / guardians to inform them of different events and important notices/updates that may arise
throughout the year. Text messages are generally not sent for annual routine events
like Parent-Teacher meetings. Parents/guardians should check the calendar on the
school website regularly for updates (especially in September).
Twitter: @ColaisteDeLacy is our twitter handle. Apart from calendar reminders
we tweet mainly about student driven events, school projects, school initiatives and
general celebration of our students’ efforts.
Assessment results: Last year we piloted a move from paper reporting of Summer, Mocks and Christmas Exams to reporting of student results and feedback via our
online portal. After gathering feedback from Parents and students ePortal has now
been adopted as the preferred means of communicating assessment results with parents/guardians.
Telephone: The Coláiste De Lacy office number is 01 5241 075 for all general
queries. Should you have a need to speak to a Caomhnóir/teacher/Year Head, please
make an appointment as all staff are fully timetabled.
Please note: Reception closes daily from 1 0. 00am– 10.15am and 1.30pm – 2.30pm for
lunch. Please avoid these times for collection of students.
Should you have any questions on any of the above methods of communication, - don’t
receive texts and would like to, - need more information on ePortal and how to access
your son/daughters results, don’t know who to talk to about a lost uniform jacket etc.
Please contact us and we will endeavour to help.
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Award Ceremony 2019
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Award Ceremony 2019

Office Arrangement for Summer 2019

Please note that the school office will close for the
remediation of Phase 1 of our building from the 18th
June 2019. The admin staff are being relocated.
If you need to contact the school in the meantime
please contact:
colaistedelacy@lmetb.ie
Please note that there will be periods of time during
the summer when the office will close completely for
summer holidays. The office will reopen at the end of
August (exact date and times to be confirmed).
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CDL Parent-Teacher Association
2018-2019 was a particularly busy year for the Parent-Teacher Association of Coláiste De Lacy! The number of meetings this year more than doubled as the PTA organised and hosted a number of events
throughout the year. A number of sub-committees were formed to work on; fundraising, the CDL Jigsaw
Mental Health Team, to review the Uniform Code and to investigate additional suppliers….etc. In addition,
it was all hands on deck this year with two massive fundraising events; the Christmas Bag-Pack and the
Coláiste De Lacy’s Fittest Clann. Both events were a huge success and funds raised will go towards the provision of sporting facilities (long term) and other resources for students such as benches (short term). In
addition to the fundraising activities, the PTA also organised a support evening for parents/guardians
which included a workshop on study skills and how to support students at exam time. The workshop was
facilitated by Ray Langan and feedback was really positive. The workshop was preceded by a social cup of
tea/coffee and an informal support session for parents/guardians of exam students. The following list is
not exhaustive but will give just some idea of how the PTA has been working for the betterment of our
school community this year:


Consultation and collaboration with the school on numerous issues



Contribution to policy development and review



Representation on CDL Jigsaw Mental Health Team



Development of the PTA section on school website



Feeding the masses at the CDL Fittest Clann day



Assisting with the Halloween Hoolie.

A sincere thank you to the PTA from all of the staff and students of Coláiste De Lacy!
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On Tuesday 21st May, Coláiste De Lacy's Parent-Teacher Association organised a fundraiser to raise
money for school resources and to make a donation to Jigsaw Meath Mental Health services. The day

was themed 'CDL's Fittest Clann'. Each clann participated in physical activity challenges from tyre
flip, relay races, penalty shoot outs, tug of war, obstacle courses, dunk tank and spinning bike marathons. Clann Rooney were victorious, but everyone had a wonderful, action-packed day in glorious
sunshine. We sincerely thank the our amazing PTA for their continuous support and hard work.
Furthermore, well done to everyone involved for organising such a brilliant day.
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The victorious Clann were Clann Rooney 2019. Iníon Rooney and her
Clann of 2019 have won a fantastic trip to Courtlough Adventure
Centre in Balbriggan. The trip will take place at the start of the next
academic year. They will also receive customized hoodies (sample
shown) to wear next year along with serious bragging rights! Well
done!
On Friday 7th June 2019, the school made a
presentation of a cheque for one thousand
euros to Jigsaw Meath to show the gratitude of
the whole school community for the support
that Jigsaw provides to our students. Pictured
left to right are Jean Andrews (CDL students),
Sharon Norton (Chairperson of CDL PTA), Derek
Hanway (Jigsaw Meath), Máistir Brennan (CDL
Jigsaw Co-ordinator) and Owen Moore (CDL student). Many thanks to everyone!!!!!
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CDL Jigsaw Schools Programme
The CDL Jigsaw Schools Programme further developed this year. The
CDL Jigsaw Health Team (CDL JHT) grew in numbers and training for
them was facilitated by Rachel Farrelly (Jigsaw Meath). The CDL JHT
has representatives from staff, students, parents, Board of Management and the local community. Some of these representatives also
attended a training session in Jigsaw’s One Good School programme
which is another initiative that Coláiste De Lacy has been invited to
participate in next year. The JHT carried out surveys of students and is
currently carrying out some surveying of parents/guardians to inform
the schools priorities (regarding mental health) for the coming years.
Further information coming soon!
In addition to lots of training and the extremely successful Peer Education Programme (see below), the school held a number of events
throughout the year including Jigsaw Mental Health Week after the
spring midterm break. The fun-filled week was launched by local man
Rory O’Connor of Rory’s Stories who spoke to the whole school about
his experiences. The week also comprised a poster competition (see
left), visiting speakers such as Christy Bannon & Kayleigh Cullinan,
health walks, movie making competitions...etc. Well done to everyone
involved and sincere thanks to Jigsaw Meath for all their support!

Jigsaw Meath Peer Education Programme
During adolescence, peers play a huge part in a young person’s life.
During personal struggles young people are most likely to seek support
from their friends. For this reason, Coláiste De Lacy has taken part in
Jigsaw’s Peer Education Programme which involved training young
people to deliver short workshops about mental health to their peers.
TY students Claire Caffrey, Leah Butler, Killian McGrane and Michael
Young teamed up with students from Ashbourne Community School
and Ratoath College to attend training which was facilitated by members of Jigsaw Meath. During their training, students developed lots of new skills including communication and public speaking skills as they became familiar with the content of the workshop and practiced
their delivery. They also got the chance to meet and
engage with new people as they increased their own
understanding of mental health. At the end of this
training, students delivered a workshop which encourages young people to reach out if they are feeling
stressed, worried or down. We at Coláiste De Lacy
feel privileged to have received the opportunity to get
involved in such a worthwhile and valuable programme. We are proud of our peer educator students
and the work they have contributed so far and we
look forward to the delivery of more workshops next
year.
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First Year Reflections

Reflection on 1st Year
I quite enjoyed first year. I was so stressed out about how my learning will go in school and
meeting new people. I eventually met my best friends as of now and we have our little social
group. I most enjoyed P.E, the tasters programme and French because it was so easy to learn and
wasn’t difficult to study for the exams. The exams on the other hand were really simple once you
had a study plan and good listening skills. Always listen and you’ll do great. Also the events the
school held were AMAZING. The LGBTQ week was great, Seachtain na Gaeilge was lit because it’s
nothing compared to primary. And a lot more in counting. If someone told me that the transfer
from primary to secondary has no difference but I had to figure that out myself but still I am here
today aren’t I so don’t be afraid. Also the lockers were a new and fun experience you can decorate them and organize it in anyway you want. On that note I’ll sign off!
My first year reflection

First year in Coláiste De Lacy was very cool . I made so many new friends and it was very easy to
communicate with my classmates . Everybody was really nice, especially the teachers . I liked that
we had tasters because if we didn’t I wouldn’t of picked the subjects that I wrote in the blue
form . I liked the experience of using iPads and ebooks . Everything was really good in general . I
never got in trouble which was good . I’m very happy with this school .
Here are some comments made by students at the end of their first year in CDL (May 2019)
This year I made memories that I won’t forget, it was the best !!!
The best year! Loved it can’t wait for next year.
“It was fun and hard at the same time, but it was perfect.”
First year was the best year ever! I will never forget it
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First Year Reflections

Reflection on 1st Year
When I first started CDL I was so nervous, I didn’t know anyone there and I wasn’t sure that I would
make any friends. But I did. I remember everyone telling me that I would make friends, but I still
wasn’t sure. When I came in I made friends so quickly but don’t worry if you don’t straight away
because it sometimes takes time. In the first week I already knew so many people and everyone
was so nice. I was worried about homework and tests too but by Halloween it was so easy! I really
loved the taster programme and I was so surprised with some of the tasters, they were brilliant.
During the year we had céilís, positive behavior reward trips and so much more amazing activities.
The teachers are really nice and helpful and all the subjects are great. I wish I knew starting first
year was this easy at the start. I grown a lot more confident around new people and I’m so glad, I'm
really excited for second year but I will really miss first year, I have made so many amazing friends
and I know next years first years will too.

My First Year
At the start of the year I thought it would be chaos, but as it went on I realized that it was really,
really fun. I changed a lot coming into first year because I found a group of friends that make me
laugh everyday and we all help each other. All of the teachers were so nice and they all made
learning fun. We did lots of activities and different themed weeks in which we got to meet different
people from the other years and we spoke to people that we may have never spoke to before. I
enjoyed Christmas and Halloween so much because some students performed and showed off their
talents and it was really nice to see everyone having fun together. I went on the rewards trip to see
“Aquaman” and it was really nice to see hard work pay off. Now I know that secondary school
doesn’t have to be really serious and that you can have a bit of fun as long as it’s not bad and I
can’t wait to go into second year for another amazing year
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Reflection of a Second Year Art Student
‘’I couldn’t be happier with my option choices this year. I have to say I honestly had no idea
what art in post-primary would be like. I had a bit of an idea from the taster but I still wasn’t
sure. I had no idea how much fun (and difficult) it would be to keep a sketchbook. I like to
look back in mine to see how far my learning has come this year. It’s also great to be able to
look through your friend’s sketchbook as they cringe in embarrassment (which is totally unwarranted as they’re all great). We have worked in our sketchbook through all of the projects
we’ve done this year from paintings by Georgia O’Keefe to hyper-realistic self portraits.
Our first project was to do giant paintings in groups. The paintings were by Georgia O’Keefe.
My group copied ‘Ram’s Head with Hollyhock’ and it was really hard but I’m proud of what we
did. It was hard not to get in anyone’s way though. Our next project also involved skulls (I
have drawn many skulls this year) but this time we did an etching. That involved scratching
our drawing onto a sheet of plastic, covering the plastic in ink and printing your design onto
paper. The printing is harder than it sounds because if you leave any excess ink on the plastic
before printing it goes on your finished piece. Inky fingerprints are the worst. We all had to
wear headphones in class while etching because the sound of thirty people scratching plastic
for two hours is too much for anyone to take.
One thing we have all gotten used to this year is wearing blue suits to protect our clothes.
These suits don’t only make us look like extras in ‘Breaking Bad’ but also make sure that we
don’t go home in uniforms covered in acrylic paint and sticky ink. We’re all quite fond of them
now.
That brings me on to our CBA. Easily the hardest thing I’ve done in Art this year. We all
spent weeks planning our houses meticulously, from taking inspiration from real buildings, to
drawing up possible designs, to finally planning every wall and roof piece to scale and cutting
templates out of cardboard. Now we get to the clay. I can only speak for my own experience
because there are always the people who seem to complete every task with frustrating ease.
I had molded my clay and carefully placed it in a bag. I came back next class to find a smushy
bag of clay! This was months back now but it still annoys me. Long story short, I molded it
again and it looks really good. It’s at the end of the classroom right now as I’m writing this.
I’m really pleased with the end result. Still that had to be my most frustrating project in Art.
Recently we had to do hyper-realistic self portraits. I’m really happy with how mine came out.
I did however have to spend the best part of a week staring at a picture of myself which was
an interesting experience. Anyway I am really happy with how it turned out.
Our last project which we’re only finishing today is on Vincent Van Gogh. We had to put a photo through an online filter and paint it in the style of Vincent Van Gogh. I did a painting of my
bedroom. It was a little odd painting a tiny bedroom while I was in my bedroom. The bedroom
in the painting has a lot less stuff in it then in real life.
I have really enjoyed doing art this year. It’s great because a lot of my friends are in the
class as well. I’ve had a lot of fun and I think I’m a lot better now than at the start of the
year. For anyone who is doing Art next year I’d say look forward to it. Your going to have a
great time.’’
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Second Year Art
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Art Trip March 2019
On the 22nd of March 2019, our second year art
students attended the LMETB Robert Ballagh Art
Competition exhibition . It was a wonderful experience for our art students to support their peer Lucy
Donnelly who came second in the Junior Secondary
category of the competition and whose work was
exhibited in the Droichead Arts Centre Drogheda.
Well done Lucy!
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Culinary Practical Delights by 3rd Yr Students
The 3rd Year Home Economics Students completed their Culinary Exam which
accounts for 35% of their over all Junior Cycle Grade. Inion Fee was impressed with the student’s
application of planning, analysing, budgeting, cooking, baking and reflecting skills. The students
had to plan a two-course meal for a specific diet e.g. low-fat diet or occasion e.g. Birthday Party.
They had to ensure the dishes they were making were inexpensive and showed adequate culinary
skills. They individually cooked and served the two dishes in a 90 minute exam. They ensured
their units were spotless and evaluated the dishes made. Wishing the 3 rd Years the Best of Luck in
their Junior Cycle written exam worth 50% of student’s overall grade.
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Home Economics
The first year Home Economics students have enjoyed many learning
experiences this year during their taster programme. Their taster
programme touched on the importance of healthy meal planning, reading food labels, planning and designing fashionable pieces, looking after
their wellbeing and developing culinary skills. These learning experienc-

es will provide the foundations for the completion of the Junior Cycle
Home Economics. The students who will be studying Home Economics
for Junior Cycle will look forward to deepening their knowledge of the
topics covered as well as how to be a good consumer, develop their
creative skills by making a textile project they can bring home and cook
a two course meal on their own in their assessment in 3rd Year.

Home Economics Developing Textile, Fashion and Design skills
Maister Farrell and Inion Fee were so proud of the 2nd year’s efforts in creating craft projects to a
very high standard this year. Students planned, bought materials, sketched and created wall
hangings using the traditional Craft technique of Applique and Embroidery. Again, another year
of students applying their capitalising, planning and imagining BLP habits to create craft projects
of a very high standard. These projects make up 15% of the students overall Junior Cycle Grade.
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Metalwork & Technical Graphics
This year, the second year Metalwork students covered a
range of interesting topics including Engines, Materials,
Electricity, Electronics and Furnaces. Shown below are examples of other students work. The second year students
have made excellent progress and are excited for 3

year. The first year group made two projects, a key ring and
small drag racing car.
Excellent progress was also made by students in all year
groups in Technical Graphics and we would like to wish
third year students all the best in the Junior Certificate
examinations.

Dance Club
It has been a busy term for CDL Dance Club. Students have
been working on a music video performance of “This is Me”
from The Greatest Showman. Well done to all members on
taking part in this project and for always making an effort
at rehearsals on Friday evenings.
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Athletics
With 19 athletes taking part in a range of events at the Athletics in Santry, all the students from
Coláiste De Lacy represented their school brilliantly. A special well done to Ella Barry who won
the Junior Girls 75m hurdles, Eoin Kelly who came second place in the 500m and Dylan White
who came 3rd place in the 100m sprint. They gave it their all and showed real determination and
resilience throughout all the events. Well done!
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2nd Year P.E. Trip to Tanagh

On an early May morning, the second year students left
Ashbourne to attend Tanagh Adventure Centre, Co.
Monaghan. One of the seven activities for the Junior
Cycle Physical Education Curriculum includes adventure
activities! Students had a really busy day and participated in canoeing, low ropes, team challenges and the
beastly bog. Both students and staff had a brilliant day
demonstrating collaboration, resilience and perseverance, pushing themselves in every activity.
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Coláiste De Lacy Strictly Come Dancing
The 1st and 2nd years took part in an 8 week module in PE
on dance. During the module students learned about movement, elevation, shape, canon, mirroring, creativity and
working with others. The students were given the theme of
Movies to help inspire them to create a dance to include all
participants and the skills they learned in classes. The culminating event was the Strictly Come De Lacy dance competition. This was the 3rd year of the event, and it has gone
from strength to strength. For the 2nd years, their performance was also part of their CBA (Classroom Based Assessment) for PE. This was the first year that students in Ireland
have had the opportunity to have their PE achievements
recorded on their JCPA (Junior Cycle Certificate). The standard of performance was outstanding. The props, costumes,
choreography and gymnastics moves blew the judges and
audience away. The students put a lot of hard work and
dedication into there routines. For the Second years they
have one of two CBA’s completed and for the 1st years,
they have really set the bar very high for next years Strictly
Come De Lacy.
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Coláiste De Lacy do the treble
The picturesque Wicklow Centre of Excellence was the venue where Coláiste de Lacy sealed a
remarkable treble in the under 14 D competition when they defeated Meanscoil Gharman to secure
the Leinster title. The men from Ashbourne had previously won the Meath and North Leinster titles.
CDL is a relatively new school and this level of success is a testament to the level of commitment and
ability that the first and second year lads are showing. This group has trained every Thursday after

school and the hard work has paid off in abundance this year. As the year progressed and the first
year competition began, the numbers began to grew and grew.
The future is indeed bright for this particular group of players who are aiming to move up the
divisions as they progress through the age groups.

1. Alex Keegan
2. Fuwad Ayuba
3. Daire Finn
4. Tomin Lias Sajeev
5. Conor McNally
6. Daniel Barrett
7. Sam Cowley
8. Shane Caffery
9. Duaine Wade
10. Glen Hughes

12. Dylan White
13. Alex Bell
14. Ben Whelan
15. Finn O’Shea
16. Octavian
17. Connor O’Brien
18. Eoin Kelly
19. Ben Power
20. James Andrews
21. Tommy White

23. Adam Grey
24. Daniel O'Brien
25.Dominion Abagha
26. Tommy White
27. Jack Molloy
28. Cathal Lenehan
29. Cian Heagney
30. Alex Giles
31. Rhys Thomas
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Coláiste De Lacy Crowned First Meath Champions
On 24th May 2019 The Coláiste De Lacy first year Gaelic team travelled to Páirc Tailteann For the
Meath first year final. The game started off with Conor O’Brien scoring the opening goal soon
followed by Alex Keegan. Then a Dylan White goal. De Lacy had a Great start and were 3-0 to no
Score. Coláiste na Mí then made a quick start for their side of the scoreboard by putting up 1-1.
Another 2-5 was scored by Eoin Kelly, Dylan White and Alex Bell as the men from Ashbourne hit

a purple Patch. The half time score 5-5 to 1-2. An interesting 15 minutes into The second half
had the boys thinking as De Lacy had 4-1 But Na Mí with 3-1. Na Mí had really started to lift it but
there was no chance of a come back against a solid De Lacy Defensive Performance yet again.
The final score ended 9-4 to 5-4. This is the Forth Trophy that the De Lacy men have secured this
year and a fitting end to a brilliant year.
1. Callum Thomas
2. Shane Caffrey
3. Sam Cowley
4. Conor Mc
5. Daire Finn
6. Fuwad Ayuba

7. Dylan White
8. Eoin Kelly
9. Finn O’Shea
10. Conor O’Brien
11. Glen Hughes

13. Alex Keegan
14. Daniel Barrett
15. Ben Whelan
16. Octavian
17. Adam Power
18.Jacob White

Page 23

CDL North East Leinster Basketball Champions!!!
A massive congratulations to the second year boys basketball team who beat Breifne College of
Cavan 22-15 in the North East regional Final in March. This is the first time the school has won a
major competition in basketball. The team overcome some strong opposition on their way to the
final. They got the better of Athboy Community School, Ratoath College, Beaufort College
and Coláiste na Hinse in the group stages. Coláiste De Lacy were victorious in the semi finals
against a very talented and well drilled Ballybay Community School. Fair play to all the first and
second year boys who trained and who worked so well together since the start of the year. The
future is bright with some outstanding players coming through the ranks.

Ladies GAA
A massive thank you to Lidl who have sponsored a fantastic new
set of jerseys for our girls GAA team as part of their
#SeriousSupport campaign. This campaign aims to encourage
young girls to continue with sport throughout secondary school.
In addition to the jerseys, the girls will be visited by an LFGA
Youth sport trust mentor. The athlete mentor will use gaelic
football as the focus of the sessions and will look at the values
of Respect, Recognition, Responsibility and Trust and how as an
elite athlete these have helped them to achieve success and be
the best version of themselves.

With all this coaching and new jersey’s, we can’t wait to get onto the pitch next year!! All new players, whether they have
played before or not, are always welcome!
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Seachtain na Gaeilge
Is féile Ghaeilge í Seachtain na Gaeilge a bhí á gceiliúradh againn anseo i gColáiste de Lacy i mí an
Mhárta. I rith na seachtaine, bhí idir spórt agus spraoi ag gach duine! Thug an tseachtain deis do
gach uile duine sa scoil taitneamh agus tairbhe a bhaint as an nGaeilge. Bhí seachtain iontach
againn go léir leis na himeachtaí siamsúla a bhí ar siúl. Ardaíodh brat na hÉireann lasmuigh den
scoil chun tús a chur le Seachtain na Gaeilge. Bhí taispeántas aláinn i halla na scoile agus chualamar
nuacht an lae gach lá. Ghlac gach clann páirt i dTráth na gCeist agus ba iad Clann O’Flanagan buaiteoirí an chomórtais. Bhain daltaí na céad bliana taitneamh as an yoga agus chuaigh daltaí ón
gcúigiú bliain ar turas scoile chuig Eipic! Cuireadh deireadh leis an seachtain le céilí mór. Gan amhras, bhain gach duine an-taitneamh as an seachtain iontach.
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Science Week 2019
Science Week was very eventful with loads of activities and
competitions organised. A poster competition was held to raise awareness of our
environmental crisis. There were some really super
entries that were really creative and inspiring, however
three pieces of work stood out! Their imagination, level of knowledge on

the topic and interest was evident in their work.
1st Prize was awarded to Jete Pudnika; 2nd Prize
to Ciara Mason; 3rd Prize to Zara Byrne.
A big thank you to our sponsor, The Natural Company, for providing us with natural, anti-plastic
prizes to give to the winners.
Throughout the year, students were actively
involved in inquiry based learning within the science classroom, putting
their key skills into practice like creativity, communication, wellbeing
and working with others. Students built models, designed their own
experiments, drew diagrams on windows, presented projects and there
was even some role play!
An Egg Drop Challenge competition was also held between
Clanns, using their innovative skills and working collaboratively
together to create something amazing. Congratulations to

everyone for participating and particularly to our winners. The
standard was ‘egg-ceptional’!
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TY... The Year That’s Been…
It’s been a great year that has flown by and in many ways we’re sad it’s coming to an end! We’ve grown and matured. Friendships have developed and some have even been mended during this year. We’ve had the opportunity to experience a wide range
of different learning opportunities and have developed skills and gained experience in things we wouldn’t have had the chance to
do if we had gone straight into traditional Leaving Cert. The year has been jam packed with trips, workshops, modules and activities. We kicked off the year with a team-building day getting to know our new class dynamics. We had great craic in the back ends
of Mayo at Delphi jumping off piers, kayaking, running through the bog and having the chats on the night-time adventure walk,
the highlight being able to gain signal at the 3G Rock. Some of us had our Hollywood moment staring in our very own TV and
Movie productions. Safe to say we won’t be making an appearance at next year’s Oscars!:)

We had the opportunity to spread some Christmas cheer singing carols in Silverstream Nursing Home in Ratoath and we held a
Christmas coffee and carol morning for our grandparents, which those who came really enjoyed.
We also had the privilege of working with Prosper Meath and their service users during the year, to facilitate sports inclusion for
those with additional needs, an experience we all thoroughly enjoyed.

We hit the RDS in January for the Young Scientist Exhibition where we got to experience the world of science. We turned our hat
at forensic science and investigated and solved a murder mystery during our forensic science workshop. We held a mock criminal
trial, completed the GAA Leadership Programme and also had the opportunity to experience the world of work through work
experience, gaining an insight into the ‘real world’.

Some of the TYs assisted with setting up and running the LGBTea Party, some were trained to become peer educators and facilitated week long JIGSAW workshops and Anti-Bullying workshops, others participated in the School’s Digital Champions Programme where students got to visit Google, Twitter and Accenture and all the girls got to visit Salesforce to gain an insight into
‘Women in Technology’. We had talks from a range of guest speakers during the year, learned some sign language, how to move
our two left feet dancing, and how to cook up a storm in the kitchen!

We created masterpieces for Junk Kouture with special mention to Claire, Chloe and Leigha who brought us all to Mayo for the
Regional Finals. Inspite of the disappointment on the evening we had an amazing night and were very proud of the girls and their
fabulous creation! During the year we also drummed, we wrote poetry, we learned how to drive, completed First Aid Training
and learned how to protect ourselves through our self-defence workshop. Many of us went on a brilliant and memorable trip to
Italy at the beginning of the month. We packed lots in, in a short space of time and made lots of brilliant memories.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Iníon Corrigan, Máistir O’Higgins, all of our teachers, Brian and Blaithin and all of
our parents/guardians and families for helping and supporting us throughout this year.

Transition Year Class 2019
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Transition Year Graduation
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TY First Drive
In March 2019, Transition Year students completed the 1st Drive programme where they were
given the opportunity to develop their road safety skills and drive a car for the very first time.
In an interactive classroom, they viewed video demonstrations, seeing the dangers associated
with unsafe driving. They learned some practical skills too. Students had a jam packed and
enjoyable day!
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TY Trip to Italy
In May 2019, the Transition Year students and four teachers travelled to the Amalfi Coast in Italy!
Bags were packed, unpacked, checked, repacked, weighed and eventually the thirty-eight students
were ready for departure. The trip consisted of day visits to Pompeii, Mount Vesuvius, Paestum
and Sorrento. Many cross curricular links were made between Geography and History but most
importantly everyone had a great time!
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Career Guidance: Maynooth University Campus Tour
As part of the Senior Cycle Guidance programme, our 5th Year students experienced a taste for
college life with a visit to Maynooth University on the 27th February. Here, they received a very
informative talk on the various college departments, courses available and supports for students,
should they wish to study at the University. The students were then divided into groups and were
brought on a tour of the campus. They walked the grounds of college, visited the impressive

library Maynooth has to offer and walked the corridors of the infamous South Campus. The 5 th
years ended the day with lunch in the Phoenix Restaurant, alongside the Maynooth students!

Career Guidance: DCU Information Session
The 5th Years then had the opportunity to sit in on a talk from a member of the University’s School
Liaison team, Jonny Cooper. Here, Jonny highlighted all the fantastic opportunities DCU has to

offer its students, from a wide variety of courses, to extra-curricular clubs, societies and scholarships to, exploring ways of accessing DCU courses through a variety of entry routes in the future.
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Do you own a local
business or service?
Do you know anyone who
owns a local business or
service?

If you can potentially offer a Transition
Year student a work experience placement
for one week, then please contact the
school at colaistedelacy@lmetb.ie.
Go raibh mile maith agaibh from the PTA.

Reminder re. No Photo Consent
Dear parent/guardian,
In CDL, we respect your choice to either consent to or not give your consent to have your
child’s photo taken in school. However, sometimes students are not aware of the wishes of
their parents/guardians regarding photo consent and accidentally remain in photos e.g.
teams, awards ceremonies...etc. This usually means that the photo can’t be used.
We respectfully request that you inform your son/daughter regarding your wishes so that
they know whether to stand out of photos or not. This would be of great assistance to the
school in preventing the accidental use of a photo/image without consent.
Many thanks for your assistance.
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Ár nÉide Scoile (School Uniform)
Coláiste De Lacy is very proud of its students and the new school uniform which clearly identifies
and distinguishes them. Our school uniform is a huge part of our school!
Please read our Uniform Code very carefully (see www.colaistedelacy.ie)
All students must wear the full school uniform to and from school every day. Uniforms will be
checked at Tionól (assembly)/Clann Time each morning. Below is the current school uniform for
Coláiste De Lacy which is compulsory for all students attending our school:
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Ár nÉide Scoile (School Uniform)
School Footwear
Please check the following pictures of shoes that will or will not be allowed to be worn with the
Coláiste De Lacy uniform. Parents/guardians are advised to check with the school if they are unsure BEFORE purchasing any footwear. No runner or trainer style footwear is allowed.
The following types of shoes are permitted to be worn by students:

Navy ‘Dubarry’ style deck shoes or plain black leather shoes

The following types of shoes are NOT permitted to be worn by students:

The above list of shoes is not exhaustive. Please contact the school if you
are unsure before purchasing footwear.
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Ár nÉide Scoile (School Uniform)
The following are not allowed in accordance 
False Eyelashes
with the School Uniform Policy:

Non-uniform items e.g. jackets

Fake tan

Make up
The above list is not exhaustive. Please read

Shaved heads
the full School Uniform Policy on

Tattoos
www.colaistedelacy.ie

Facial Piercings

Suppliers of the official School Uniform:
Replacement items can be purchased from
Kaideen & Co Ltd (www.schooluniformsdirect.ie)
(059-6481241) (info@schooluniformsdirect.ie)
throughout the year.
We are currently looking at possible additional suppliers of the uniform in addition to schooluniformsdirect.ie. Further information to
follow.
Alternative brands to Dubarry are allowed provided that they are
very similar in style. ‘Dubarry’ are simply cited as an example of the
style of shoe.
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‘Medicines Policy’ for LMETB Schools
LMETB has introduced a ‘Policy and Procedure for the Administration of Medicines in Louth and
Meath ETB Schools and Centres’. A copy of this policy has been uploaded onto our schools website
and hard copies are available on request from the oifig of Coláiste De Lacy.
Some of the key points of the new policy are outlined below:

Non-prescription/over-the-counter medications are not
permitted in schools and will be confiscated for secure retention
and disposal by parents/guardians who will be contacted

Prescription medication can only be stored/administered in the
school following the submission of the written authority of the
parents/guardians to the Principal. A number of forms must be
completed and so parents/guardians should contact the Coláiste
before school commences in August to complete these forms
prior to the commencement of the school term

Parents/guardians will be asked to provide ‘written confirmation
from a medical practitioner that the medication is such that a
non-medical person may administer/supervise administration ,
together with confirmation of the medical dose and
circumstances when it should be given’. This needs to be provided to the school with all new
prescriptions (every six months)

‘It is the responsibility of the Parents/Guardians to ensure that an adequate supply of
medication is in stock, and it has not passed its expiry date’

Parents/Guardians will be informed when medication is administered to treat an emergency
and in the case where ‘consensual self-administration is routine’

In certain circumstances, it may be appropriate for an older student to retain medication in
their possession and take responsibility for it e.g. an older student would normally carry and
use their own inhaler. A written authority to the Principal together with the necessary
documentation is still required, however, the school will not maintain a record of the
medication and will have no involvement in respect thereof and cannot account for loss or
misuse thereof.
Please contact the Coláiste in August (before school commences) so that the necessary
arrangements can be in place before the students return.
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Féilire Scoile (PROVISIONAL School Calendar) 2019-2020
Date

Tuesday 27th August 2019 (TBC)

Details

Monday 14th – Friday 18th October 2019

School Opens (parents will be notified of the exact
dates/times for each year group in August)
Week 1 of TY Work Experience

Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 2019

Autumn Mid-term Break

Monday 4th November 2019

School re-opens

Friday 20th December 2019

School closes (1/2 day) for Christmas Holidays

Monday 6th January 2020

School re-opens

Monday 27th – Friday 31st January 2020

Week 2 of TY Work Experience

Monday 3rd – Friday 14th February 2020

Mock Exams (3rd & 6th Years)

Thursday 6th February 2020

Staff Training Day (JCT Cluster)

Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 2020

Spring Midterm Break

th

Tuesday 17 March 2020
rd

th

Monday 23 – Friday 27 March 2020
th

th

School Closed
Week 3 of TY Work Experience

Monday 20th April 2020

Easter Holidays (Friday 3rd April is a normal school
day)
School re-opens

Monday 4th May 2020

Bank Holiday (School closed)

Monday 6 – Friday 17 April 2020

th

Friday 29 May 2020
rd

Wednesday 3 June 2020

School finishes (1/2 day) for summer holidays
State Exams begin

Some dates/events have yet to be added to the school calendar e.g.:
Parent-Teacher Meetings, Staff Training Days, Info. Evenings regarding Subject Choice…etc.
This list is not exhaustive and may be amended in accordance with DES guidelines.
Please note that the school will regularly update the school calendar on the website.
Please check the website www.colaistedelacy.ie regularly for updates to school calendar.
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Call us on: 01-8041269
Coláiste De Lacy Way 2 Pay is now live. Way 2 Pay is a secure online payment service
that allows parents/guardians to make payments to their school using their debit or
credit cards.
Payments can include:

School fees

Payment for trips

Activities
School Fees are now due. Please see later in this newsletter for more information!
PAY ONLINE ON WWW.WAY2PAY.ORG
Login and view all activities and bills from your child's school. In fact with the Way2Pay dashboard
you can see all activities for all your children's schools, payment history, upcoming bills, last three
payments, quickly contact school and Way2Pay. You can store your card details, pay by installments,
upload credit and make financial plans.
See your Way2Pay family dashboard: click www.way2pay.org for your username AND password enter
your mobile phone number in 35387xxxxxxx format. You will be asked to set your own password at
this point. Note: Click on Plus Icon ( + ) to add payment amount.
PAY BY TEXT MESSAGE
Your school will send you payment requests by SMS. You simply click on the link on the SMS to pay in
three easy clicks. Note: Click on Plus Icon ( + ) to add payment amount. Paying by text: you will be
asked a security question before seeing your bills.
IF YOU FORGET YOUR PASSWORD
Simply go to Way2Pay.org, enter your phone number and click to receive a text message with a new
link. This enables you to pay any outstanding bills.
Note: Click on Plus Icon ( + ) to add payment amount. Paying by text: you will be asked a security
question before seeing your bills.
Way2Pay offers support directly to parents so if you are having any difficulty using any of the options above please get in touch directly with their help desk on 01-8041269 during office hours
or email support@way2pay.ie. We thank you for using Way2Pay and help our school in our aim to go
cashless.
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1st Year School Fees
Item

Cost (incl VAT)

Learning resources (including School €199
Book Rental, photocopying, newslet- (- €100 already paid = €99)
ters & associated publications/consumables, buses to sporting
& curricular events….etc.)
Dialann (school journal)

€15

Lock

€9

Student Insurance

€7

Total Balance Remaining

€130

Way2Pay (online payment system) is now live!
See page 37 for details or visit
www.colaistedelacy.ie for further information.

Please ensure payment of fees in advance of the commencement
of the academic year.

Important Note:
The school fees will be revised on an annual basis.
Don’t forget to insure your iPad as well.

For queries contact Wriggle on 01 5009060
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Well you don’t
have to get any
‘books’ because the
school gets those
as part of Book
Rental!
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School Fees for 2nd, 3rd, 5th & 6th Year Students
Item

Cost (incl
VAT)

Learning resources (including School Book Rental, photocop- €199
ying, newsletters & associated publications/consumables,
buses to sporting & curricular events….etc.)
Dialann (school journal)

€15

Student Insurance

€7

Total Balance

€221

Way2Pay (online payment system) is now live!
See page 37 for details or visit www.colaistedelacy.ie
for further information.
Please ensure payment of fees in advance of the commencement of
the academic year.

Important Notes:
School fees will be revised on an annual basis.
Don’t forget to renew your iPad insurance.
Fifth year students…….Don’t forget to renew your 2 year Managed
Service for the iPad (go to www.wriggle.ie and enter code
55780506)
For queries contact Wriggle on 01 5009060

Cost of replacement lock= €9
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2nd, 3rd & 5th Yr Students
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Transition Year School Fees (2019-2020)
Item

Cost (incl
VAT)

Learning resources (including photocopying, learning resources, learning excursions & fieldtrips...etc.
Fees do not include foreign/European trip.

€291.35

Residential Trip to Delphi Adventure Centre (subsidised)

€180

Dialann (school journal)

€15

Student Insurance

€7

Total Balance

€444.45

Way2Pay (online payment system) is now live!
See page 37 for details or visit www.colaistedelacy.ie
for further information.

Please ensure payment of fees in advance of the commencement of
the academic year.

Important Notes:
Don’t forget to renew your iPad insurance.
Don’t forget to renew your 3 year Managed Service for the iPad (go
to www.wriggle.ie and enter code 55780506)
For queries contact Wriggle on 01 5009060

DON’T FORGET TO ORGANISE YOUR TY WORK EXPERIENCE!

Cost of replacement lock= €9
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An Lá Scoile (School Day)
Students should attend school everyday and be on time for all classes. Absences seriously affect
student progress and can affect the learning of other students who are present.
Students should arrive at school every morning at 8:30 am in order to organise themselves and to
be on time for Tionól/Clann Time (Assembly) at 8:45am. On arrival at school, students should go to
their lockers and organise their iPad, books, copies….etc. for periods 1 & 2. At break time, they
should organise themselves for period 3 & 4. At lunchtime, they should organise themselves for
period 5 & 6. This means that students do not need to carry everything in their school bags at
once.
What to do if late/absent/need to sign out?


Students who are late for school must sign in at the oifig (school office). Parents/guardians
should complete a ’Late Note’ at the back of the dialann; explaining why the student is
unavoidably late. Students who are late must wait at the oifig until Tionól (Assembly) is over.



If a student must miss a school day due to unavoidable circumstances, then parents/
guardians must fill in the ’Letter re Absence’ form which is found in the notaí section at the
back of the school dialann (journal). On completing this form, parents/guardians must
include a reason for the absence. The student should show this note to their Caomhnóir
(tutor) first thing on the morning that they return to school.



If it is absolutely necessary for a student to leave the school during the day, for example; if a
student has a medical appointment, must attend a funeral...etc., then the parent/guardian
should fill out the ‘Permission to Leave School’ form in the notaí section at the back of the
dialann. The ‘Permission to Leave School’ form must be fully completed, including the name
of the person who is collecting the student. This person must come into the oifig to sign the
student out.

Important Notes:


Please note that the school is legally obliged to return all student absences and reasons for
the absences to the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB). Students should not miss
school time due to family holidays.



Students must present at the oifig if they feel unwell. Students must not use their own mobile phones to contact parents. The Coláiste will make contact on their behalf if necessary.



A Rang Feabhais (Friday evening/Saturday morning detention) applies for persistent lateness
and truancy.
Students are not permitted to leave the school grounds during the day, e.g. at lunchtime.
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An Lá Scoile (School Day)

Check out www.buseireann.ie for
all school transport queries
including details on when buses
will actually commence their
routes in August 2019.

Page 46

Page 46

Twilight Agreement for Mental Health

Please remember that all devices
(phones, laptops, iPads, tablets...etc)
should be handed to parents/guardians
before bedtime!
Bedrooms should be screen free zones!!!
Facebook, Snapchat, Messenger ...etc
are not allowed on school iPads.
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Digital Citizenship

School Lunches
Students should bring a healthy, packed lunch and a drink with them as they are
not allowed to leave the school grounds at any stage during the school day!
Fizzy drinks, popcorn and crisps are not allowed.
The school does not have separate cleaning staff and so students will have to
assist in keeping the school clean and tidy.
The canteen will operate again in 2019-2020, from September.
CDL is currently developing a Health Eating Policy.

Just Bin it!

Enrolment for 2020-2021 in
Coláiste De Lacy
will take place during Term 1!
Further details to follow.

Contact Details
Coláiste De Lacy
Ashbourne Education Campus, Ashbourne, Co Meath.

Email: colaistedelacy@lmetb.ie
Phone: 01-5241075

