Nuachtlitir Choláiste De Lacy
Samhradh 2016

A Message from An Príomhoide
A chara,
It only seems like yesterday that we were compiling last summers newsletter. Once again, the year
has absolutely flown past. What a year it has been! As you will see from the newsletter, there have
been many successes and highlights this year. Well done to each and every student on their
individual and collective achievements this year, From poetry competitions to equestrian
competitions, Family Day to the Musical Extravaganza; we are so proud of each and every student.
Most importantly, our students are wonderful young people who are decent and kind. There is much
hard work ahead next year, especially for our first Junior Cycle state exams. However, with
continued effort and a growth mind-set, I have no doubt that you will all achieve your personal
best. Next year will also bring ‘the big move’ to the new school building (see below). I cannot wait
to bring everybody up to our new school. It is fantastic!
Once again, the staff of Coláiste De Lacy have worked so hard all year to make this past year so
special for our students. I cannot thank them all enough for their contributions. In particular, I
wish to recognise and thank Máistir McCormack and Iníon Guinan, who led the school in my absence.
They did a wonderful job!
We are currently making preparations for our incoming first years and new staff. We will write out
to parents in August with further details of the start of year schedule, but incoming first years
have nothing to worry about as we will do everything we can to welcome them and to help them to
settle into their new school.
My sincere gratitude to every student, staff member, parent, and absolutely
everyone who contributed and assisted in making the vision a reality!
Wishing you all a healthy and happy summer!
Le gach deá-ghuí,
Iníon Corrigan
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Maidin Failte Isteach 2016
Coláiste De Lacy held its Maidin Fáilte
Isteach on April 16th in Ratoath College.
Sixth class students were welcomed and
registered by staff and students of the
Coláiste. Máistir McCormack welcomed
the students, explaining the format of the
morning before students sat the entrance
assessment in the computer rooms. At
break time students had time to meet and
enjoy lunch provided by the Coláiste.
Each student received a CAT4 certificate of
achievement, a Coláiste sports bottle and
customised stationery.
Thank you so much to all of the Coláiste
De Lacy students and staff who did us
proud on the day and to Ratoath College
for their support. We look forward to
welcoming all our new students in August.
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ART

Students of Coláiste De Lacy have been busy designing and making masks and animal prints this
term as part of their artwork projects.
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Coláiste De Lacy wins Prestigious
LMETB Francis Ledwidge Poetry Competition
Congratulations to Onóra Finn who won the Best Junior Poem and the Overall Best Poem at
this years LMETB Francis Ledwidge Poetry Competition. We are very proud of Onóra and all
of our competition finalists. Poems were written by students across many of the styles
taught here in Coláiste De Lacy – Blank Verse, Sonnets, Acrostic, Prose Poems, Couplet
Poems are just a few of the forms used.
Here are some extracts from a sample of the poems submitted in Coláiste de Lacy.
As you can see the talent here is incredible:

Ten K
By Jiawen
Ten Irish soldiers stood in a row,
Roaring like a crow and as pale as snow.
Blinded by the gunshots and ashes,
Cutting their way through with violent slashes.
Drowned in sweat, mud and blood,
Starving to the point they no longer understood.
But it’s too late now to turn back time,
Sounds of cannons for death it chimes.
Our Seven Men (A Sonnet)
By Onóra
Ireland's main fighters died brave in a line,
Seven in total a building a piece,
Killed with no mercy for their country's crime,
Days turn to nights as deaths slowly increase,
Three were poets including Pádraig Pearse,
From the Newland, Mainland and Ireland born,
They gave us hope and their efforts were fierce

1916
By Laura
While Europe was awash with World 1
The Easter Rising had just begun
As part of The Irish War of Independence
Irish soldiers were fighting for freedom for their
descendants

An Irish Windmill in Spring
By Yanna
The windmill sails in the blustering
breeze
Emerging from the surrounding trees
The morning dew catches the sunlight's rays behind the hill
It almost creates a slight haze and a bit
of a chill
Although most are still sleeping
The grass is wet weeping
Daffodils coming out to bloom
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Coláiste de Lacy Strikes Gold again
in the Francis Ledwidge Poetry Competition
A massive congratulations to Victoria
McElearney who won overall best Irish poem in
the LMETB Francis Ledwidge Poetry
competition. This is the second year of the
Francis Ledwidge Poetry Award which saw
participation of students from across 18
LMETB schools.
Victoria’s poem, through its economical use
of language, manages to get across many
elements of ‘Irishness’ or what it means to
be Irish. It conveys a sense of pride , a
country rich in community, a strive to build,
develop and progress as a country both in
the physical sense and in our psyche yet a
country who acknowledges and is deeply proud
of our history, our language and our heritage.

Chuirimid ár gceann suas
Seasamar mar aon
Le chéile ón dtús
Níl tú leat fhéin
Ó bhric go bric
Thógamar náisiún Gaeilge
(gaelach)
Ó dhoras go doras
Thugamar chéad míle
fáilte
Ní thaispeáinimid trócaire
Táimid fíocmhar chuig ár
dtír
Is é ár dteanga ár gcosaint
Téann sé siar Chuig an rí
Lír

Music Extravaganza 2016
We’ve had a great year in our Ukulele and Performing Arts groups, culminating in our
performance in the LMETB Musical Extravaganza. On the evening of May 5th, we performed a
variety of songs including Adele’s ‘Hello’ and Guns n Roses’ ‘Sweet Child of Mine’, which had
the audience cheering from start to end! The ukuleles, guitars, drums and shakers all gave a
great accompaniment to the vocal talents of the group. When our set was over the group were
delighted to watch all the other acts perform and although it was a late night, it was definitely
an enjoyable one! Other highlights from the year include our trip to Legally Blonde the musical,
creating our own versions of popular Vines and just general fun with music & drama games.
Overall it has been another successful year for Performing Arts in the school and we are looking
forward to more good times in the future!
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Active Week and Sports Day

Every morning during Active week brought
the múinteorí and daltaí another fun and energetic activity to begin the school day e.g.
Zumba and Yoga.
Students kept an activity log for the week
and surpassed themselves yet again through
their level of participation in active events
both during and outside school.
From the slow bicycle ride one morning to
the mini-sports day at the end of the week,
energy levels remained high.
The Coláiste Sports Day 2016 was held at
Cushinstown Atlhetics Club. A great day was
had by all. Many thanks to the club for their
support and use of such great facilities.

Active Week this year saw the Daltaí
and Múinteoirí of the Coláiste alive
with excitement and energy both
inside and outside the classroom.
Classes throughout the week varied
form planking and racing through
simultaneous equations in Maths to
speed run revision exercises in
Science.
Daltaí engaged in healthy and active
competitions while learning and
prizes were awarded to students at
the end of the week for their
outstanding positive attitudes and
energetic efforts.
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Home Economics

This term saw a focus on design in the Home Economics classroom.
The 2nd years were involved in planning, designing and creating their own wall hanging. This
encompassed using the traditional craft of Applique and embroidery to create a wall hanging
design which would suit each student's own room. As a result their hard work and dedication
to their project they have completed 15% of their Home Economics Junior Cert Exam.
The First years became interior designers. Bedrooms, dining rooms, gyms, sports centres,
kitchens and clothing shops where planed and designed in shoeboxes. They focused on using
the principles of design while completing this project.
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Mathletes and Sci-Fest
Congratulations to all first year students
who took part in the Junior Mathematics
Competition on March 2nd 2016. The
three students who were chosen by the
IMTA to represent the school were Clíona
Creed, Conor McAleese and Liam Molloy.
Both Clíona and Conor went on to the
final in Coláiste na Mí on the evening of
Friday the 6th of May. These students
were the first students to represent CDL
in area of mathematics. We are very
proud of them and all their hard work
and effort. Congratulations to all who
took part.
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Sci-Fest Competiton
Congratulations to all students who took part in the Sci-Fest @ DCU regional final on Friday 6th of
May. Sci-Fest gives students the opportunity to investigate and experiment in areas of science
that are of great interest to them. This was our first time to enter the competition and Coláiste De
Lacy were very well represented on the day, with 9 students entering 7 projects on various
different topics. The students were given the opportunity on the day to showcase their research
and findings to a large judging panel and other students and teachers.
We would like to congratulate all students for their hard work and dedication
in the lead up to the event as they prepared their portfolios and visual
displays. All students had a great day in DCU and represented the school
excellently. On the way home there was chatter of experiments that could be
investigated for next year!
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Family Day 2016

Students and staff of Coláiste De Lacy organised a ’Family Day’ on the 6th of May for family and
friends of the Coláiste in attendance . A fun day was had by all and we were able to soak up the
sunshine while enjoying the fair-day activities of the afternoon.
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Family Day 2016
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Awards
November
EndCeremony
of Year28th
Awards
2016 2014
Our End of Year awards ceremony took place on Friday 3rd of June. The award ceremony was a
celebration of those chosen as 2016 winners as result of their consistent contribution to the
Coláiste over the year and their emulation of Coláiste De Lacy values throughout this year.
Presentations were also awarded to students for outstanding effort and contributions through
their involvement in the various events and competitions of 2015-16. They helped to make this a
fun, positive and very successful year of learning.
Coláiste De Lacy would like to congratulate all our award nominees and winners.
We hope that all our students enjoy a lovely summer break and look forward to another successful
year starting in August.
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End of Year Awards 2016

Trip to Carlingford

Trip to Carlingford

Daltaí agus Múinteorí all had a wonderful day on the end
of year school trip to Carlingford Adventure Centre.
Everyone enjoyed lots of engaging climbing and water
based activities in the glorious sunshine.
A great way to end another fantastic year at Coláiste De
Lacy. We hope this is the first of many fun-filled summer
days for one and all.
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Awards
Ceremony
28th November
Memory
Moments
2015-162014
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Memory Moments 2015-16

Coláiste De Lacy wishes the very best of luck to LMETB Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Peter
Kierans on his retirement.
The Coláiste presented Mr. Kierans with a framed poem written by one of our talented
students. Poetry is a love of Mr. Kierans who regaled family and friends of the Coláiste with
stories of his early years in school prior to the presentation.
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Ár nÉide Scoile (School Uniform)
Coláiste De Lacy is very proud of its students and the new school uniform which clearly
identifies and distinguishes them. Our school uniform is a huge part of our school!
Please read our Uniform Code (included with this nuachtlitir very carefully).
A lot of hard work, research, time and collaboration have gone into choosing the
uniform for Coláiste De Lacy. Parents and guardians are asked to show their support for
Coláiste De Lacy by fully co-operating with the school in ensuring that all students wear
the full school uniform to and from school every day. Uniforms will be checked at
Tionól (assembly) each morning.
Below is the current school uniform for Coláiste De Lacy which is compulsory for all students attending our school:
School Uniform items which can only
be purchased from the official school
supplier (Kaideen & Co Ltd.)

Navy, crested, waterproof jacket

with wine fleece lining

School Uniform items which can be
purchased separately by
parents/guardians



At least 2 long-sleeved white shirts



White knee length socks/navy tights for
girls

Blue, crested, V-neck jumper
Pleated skirt (for girls)



Black/navy socks for boys



Navy ‘Dubarry’ style shoes (boys & girls)
(see pictures on following pages)

Navy, pinstriped trousers (for boys only)
Wine, crested, hoodie for PE



Plain black leather shoes (for boys)



Plain, navy, tracksuit bottoms (shell ma-

Navy, crested T-shirt for PE

terial only, no logos, branding, or markings of any kind). Appropriate track suit

School tie

bottoms are also available to purchase
from Kaideen.


Proper sports runners for PE (no casual
runners, runner boots…etc.)
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Ár nÉide Scoile (School Uniform)
Girls Uniform:

Boys Uniform:
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Ár nÉide Scoile (School Uniform)
School Footwear
Please check the following pictures of shoes that will or will not be allowed to be
worn with the Coláiste De Lacy uniform. Parents/guardians are advised to check
with the school (text 086-4102507) if they are unsure BEFORE purchasing any
footwear.
The following types of shoes are permitted to be worn by students:

Navy ‘Dubarry’ style deck shoes for girls (also optional for boys)

Plain black leather shoes for boys
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Ár nÉide Scoile (School Uniform)
The following types of shoes are NOT permitted to be worn by students:

The above list of shoes is not exhaustive. Please contact the school if you
are unsure before purchasing footwear.

Suppliers of the official School Uniform:
Replacement items can be purchased from
Kaideen & Co Ltd (www.schooluniformsdirect.ie)
(059-6481241) (info@schooluniformsdirect.ie)
throughout the year.

Kaideen & Co LTD. will
deliver uniforms to
Coláiste De Lacy on

Alternative brands to Dubarry are
allowed provided that they are very
similar in style. ‘Dubarry’ are simply
cited as an example of the style of
shoe.

Tuesday 9th & 16th
August (5-6pm).
Balance of uniform to
be paid on collection.
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An Lá Scoile (School Day)
Students should attend school everyday and be on time for all classes. Absences seriously affect
student progress and can affect the learning of other students who are present.
Students should arrive at school every morning between 8:30 and 8:40am in order to organise
themselves and to be on time for Tionól (Assembly) at 8:45am. On arrival at school, students
should go to their lockers and organise their iPad, books, copies….etc. for periods 1 & 2. At break
time, they should organise themselves for period 3 & 4. At lunchtime, they should organise themselves for period 5 & 6. This means that students do not need to carry everything in their school
bags at once.

What to do if late/absent/need to sign out?


Students who are late for school must sign in at the oifig (school office). Parents/guardians
should complete a ’Late Note’ at the back of the dialann; explaining why the student is
unavoidably late. Students who are late must wait at the oifig until Tionól (Assembly) is over.



If a student must miss a school day due to unavoidable circumstances, then parents/
guardians must fill in the ’Letter re Absence’ form which is found in the notaí section at the
back of the school dialann (journal). On completing this form, parents/guardians must
include a reason for the absence. The student should show this note to their Caomhnóir
(tutor) before tionól (assembly) on the morning that they return to school.



If it is absolutely necessary for a student to leave the school during the day, for example; if a
student has a medical appointment, must attend a funeral...etc., then the parent/guardian
should fill out the ‘Permission to Leave School’ form in the notaí section at the back of the
dialann. The ‘Permission to Leave School’ form must be fully completed, including the name
of the person who is collecting the student. This person must come into the oifig to sign the
student out.

Important Notes:
Please note that the school is legally obliged to return all student absences and reasons for the
absences to the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB). Students should not miss school
time due to family holidays.
Students are not permitted to leave the school grounds during the day, e.g. at lunchtime.
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An Lá Scoile (School Day)

Students finish school at 2:45pm (Monday, Thursday and Friday) and at 3:45pm (Tuesday &
Wednesday). Bus Éireann have yet to finalise collection times from Colásite De Lacy in the
evenings, however, the school building will remain open until 16:15 each day. Students can wait
inside the building for buses.
The organisation of the school day will be subject to annual review for the first few years.

Check out www.buseireann.ie for
all school transport queries
including details on when buses
will actually commence their
routes in August 2015.
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Féilire Scoile (School Calendar) 2016-2017
Date

Details

Tuesday 23rd & Wednesday 24th
August 2016

Staff induction and planning

Thursday 25th August 2016

Students commence (parents will be notified of

Friday 30th September 2016

School Closed

Wednesday 12th October 2016

Whole School JCT day (staff training)

Monday 31st October – Friday
4th November 2016
Monday 7th November 2016

Autumn Mid-term Break

Thursday 22nd December 2016

School closes (1/2 day) for Christmas Holidays

Monday 9th January 2017

School re-opens

Monday 20th – Friday 24th February 2017

Spring Midterm Break

Friday 17th March 2017

St Patrick’s Day

Monday 10th – Friday 21st April
2017
Monday 24th April 2017

Easter Holidays

Monday 1st May 2017

Bank Holiday (School closed)

Friday 2nd June 2017

School finishes (1/2 day)

Wednesday 7th June 2017

State Exams begin

the exact dates/times for each year group in
August)

School re-opens

School re-opens
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Féilire Scoile (School Calendar) 2016-2017
The following dates/events have yet to be added to the school calendar:










Min 2 x School Planning/Training Days (will necessitate school closure for
students)
Parent/Teacher meetings (for each individual year group)
Sports Day
Parents Session regarding Settling into First Year and iPads
Other information evenings
Information Evening regarding Enrolment 2016-2017
Formal school exams e.g. mock exams, practical exams, summer exams
HSE Vaccination Days
Days for the school to move to the new building
This list is not exhaustive and may be amended in accordance with DES guidelines.

Office Opening Hours for Summer

Please note that the school office will
close for summer holidays during July.
The office will reopen on Monday 8th
August 2016.
August Opening Hours:
Mon—Fri (9:00—16:00)
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Student iPads 2016-2017
The tender to supply the iPads (with a managed service) to the LMETB schools has been awarded to
‘Wriggle’ for 2016-2017. Wriggle will therefore sell the iPads to parents and provide the managed
service for the school (monitoring and maintenance of iPads).
Every iPad must be part of the managed service.
Students can bring their own iPad to school (provided that it is an iPad Air 2 or higher), however, it
still must be surrendered to the managed service i.e. only school authorized apps. If a student is
bringing their own iPad, parents can still purchase the case, managed service and the insurance
through the Wriggle store by just clicking on the option to ‘Bring My Own iPad’ and following the
steps.
All iPads must be protected by a ‘Survivor’ case and be insured each year. Wriggle have a facility to
provide gadget insurance. The iPads are purchased online through the wriggle store. A link to the
wriggle store is on our school website www.colaistedelacy.ie. If the link is not working, then please
contact Wriggle directly. All IPads will be delivered to the school on Friday 2nd September 2016
(further details to follow). The Educational Company of Ireland will also be present that day to set
up the ebooks for students (the school will order the ebooks).
Wriggle have provided an information sheet which you should have received from the school
already. Please read this information sheet carefully. It outlines all costs and procedures for
ordering. If you cannot access the internet, then please feel free to contact Wriggle and they will
assist you with the online ordering process (01-5009060).
If the Credit Union are providing a loan for the iPad, then please get a cheque for the correct
amount made payable to ’Wriggle’ and send it directly to them.
A meeting will be held with parents during the first term to go thorough the School iPad Policy and
to provide support and information for parents/guardians. Feedback from last years meeting was
very positive and parents reported that they found it very useful. Parents/guardians will be asked to
bring their son/daughters iPad to that meeting. Further details to follow in September.
All students must fully comply with the schools Acceptable Usage Policy and iPad policy.
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Student iPads 2016-2017
Item

Cost (incl. VAT)

iPad Air2

€429 (16GB) or €519 (64GB)

Griffin Survivor Case*

€52

Wriggle Deployment to Students*

€25

Managed Service (Ongoing care & support)*

€36

Total

€542 (16GB) or €632 (64GB)
* Must be purchased by everyone

Insurance is available through the Wriggle store.
All second & third year students should remember to renew their
iPad insurance also.

Please note that you do not need to purchase eBooks online.
The school acquires these for you.

School Library Books
A massive thank you to all of the parents
who have been busy collecting books for our
school library all year.
Your hard work is very much appreciated!
Please contact the school if you have any
books (in good condition & age appropriate),
to donate.
086-4102507
Email: colaistedelacy@lmetb.ie
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1st Year School Fees
Item

Cost (incl VAT)

Learning resources (including School €260
Book Rental, photocopying, class(- €160 already paid on enrolment
room resources….etc.)
= €100)
Dialann (school journal)

€15

Locker & lock

€50 (payable in first year only)

Student Insurance

€8

Family Contribution

€100 per family

Total Balance Remaining

€273

Cheques/Postal Orders should be made payable to Coláiste De Lacy.
Please send cheques or postal orders only to:
Coláiste De Lacy, Castle Street, Killegland, Ashbourne, Co Meath.
School Fees must be paid by 26th August 2016.
Receipts will be sent out in the post.
Summer Office Opening Hours are on page 25.

If you are borrowing from the Credit Union to pay the school fees, then
please ask for the cheque to be made out to Coláiste De Lacy (as above).
If you are borrowing for the iPad as well, then, you will need to ask the
Credit Union for two separate cheques, if necessary. The cheque for the
iPad should be made payable to Wriggle.

Important Note:
The enrolment deposit and fees will be revised on an annual basis.
Don’t forget to insure your iPad as well.

Page 29

Well you don’t
have to get any
‘books’ because the
school gets those
as part of Book
Rental!
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2nd Year School Fees
Item

Cost (incl VAT)

Learning resources (including School Book
€120
Rental, photocopying, classroom resources….etc.)
Dialann (school journal)

€15

Student Insurance

€8

Family Contribution

€100 per family

Total Balance

€243

Cheques/Postal Orders should be made payable to Coláiste De Lacy.
Please send cheques or postal orders only to:
Coláiste De Lacy, Castle Street, Killegland, Ashbourne, Co Meath.
School Fees must be paid by 26th August 2016.
Receipts will be sent out in the post.
Summer Office Opening Hours are on page 25.

If you are borrowing from the Credit Union to pay the school fees, then
please ask for the cheque to be made out to Coláiste De Lacy (as above).

Important Notes:
School fees will be revised on an annual basis.
Don’t forget to renew your iPad insurance.

Page 31

Page 32

Nuachtlitir

3rd Year School Fees
Item

Cost (incl VAT)

Learning resources (including School Book
Rental, photocopying, classroom resources,
….etc.)

€100

Dialann (school journal)

€15

Student Insurance

€8

Family Contribution

€100 per family

Total Balance

€223

Cheques/Postal Orders should be made payable to Coláiste De Lacy.
Please send cheques or postal orders only to:
Coláiste De Lacy, Castle Street, Killegland, Ashbourne, Co Meath.
School Fees must be paid by 26th August 2016.
Receipts will be sent out in the post.
Summer Office Opening Hours are on page 25.

If you are borrowing from the Credit Union to pay the school fees, then
please ask for the cheque to be made out to Coláiste De Lacy (as above).

Important Notes:
School fees will be revised on an annual basis.
Don’t forget to renew your iPad insurance.
School fees do not include Past Exam Papers, Mock Exams or
State Exam fees.
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School Lunches
Students should bring a healthy, packed lunch and a drink with them every day
as they are not allowed to leave the school grounds at any stage during the
school day!
Fizzy drinks, popcorn and crisps are not allowed.
The school does not have separate cleaning staff and so students will have to
assist in keeping the school clean and tidy.

Just Bin it!

Enrolment for 2017 in
Coláiste De Lacy
&
Gaelcholáiste De Lacy
will open in early October!
Further details to follow.
Contact Details
Coláiste De Lacy
Killegland, Ashbourne, Co Meath.
Email: colaistedelacy@lmetb.ie
Phone: 086-4102507

